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Manager
G.Taylor

Final league position
9th of 22 in Football League Division 2

(2nd tier of English football)
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KEY TO MATCH‐BY‐MATCH DETAILS

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result with Watford score first; (6) attendance
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Home‐and‐away league doubles by Watford
2 ‐ v Notts County & Wrexham

Home‐and‐away league doubles against Watford
2 ‐ by Luton Town & West Ham United

West Ham United, Notts County & Swansea City

Relegated to Division 3
Preston North End, Bristol City & Bristol Rovers

24 42 21 18 1 24 18 42 20 6 40 9 25 24 22 37 20 23 5 29 12
3 1 1 1 2 4 3 1 3

3 11 4 2 3 4 1 13 1 1 1 1 1 4
5 11 4 3 1 9 6 10 8 4 10 5 8 4 10 7 3 1 11 1

2 1 1 1 1 1

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result, with Watford score first; (6) attendance 

Players' names: red type = Watford début this season ;   = final Watford appearance this season

Player columns: G = goalkeeper; X = outfield player; R = outfield player replaced by a substitute; S = used substitute; numerals denote goals scored

Competitions: Lge = Football League; LC = Football League Cup (1st & 2nd Round  [two legs in each]  to 5th Round, inclusive); FA = FA Cup (3rd & 4th Round)

Appearances ‐ Football League 
Substitute Appearances ‐ Football League 

Goals ‐ Football League 
Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

Sent off:  None

Goals from penalty kicks:  Blissett 3 (Matches 18, 19 & 51)  and Bolton 3 (Matches 8, 10 & 13)

Red type: away matches          Shaded rows: competitions other than Football League

Substitute Appearances ‐ Other Competitions  2 1 1 1 1 1
2 2 1 1 5 1 8 1 1
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1 Sat 9 Aug Millwall LC 2‐1 X X R X S X X X2 X X G X
2 Tue 12 Aug Millwall LC 2‐0 X1 X S X X R X X X X1 G X
3 Sat 16 Aug Swansea City Lge 2‐1 X X X X X X X2 X X G X
4 Tue 19 Aug Luton Town Lge 0‐1 X X X X X X X X X G X
5 Sat 23 Aug Cambridge United Lge 1‐3 X X X X X X X1 X X G X
6 Tue 26 Aug Southampton LC 0‐4 X X X X R S X X X X G X
7 Sat 30 Aug Bristol City Lge 1‐0 X X X X X X1 X X X G X

A trio of mid‐season signings would soon be
making significant contributions to the
club's rise to previously unscaled heights

Goals ‐ Other Competitions 

6,546
16,659
10,450

TRIVIA  ..... First Division Southampton's start to the League 
season consisted of four wins and a draw by the time they 
came to Vicarage Road holding a 4‐0 first‐leg lead in the 
League Cup. Six different scorers, Watford's first such 

instance in a competitive match since 1906, contributed to 
the club's historic second‐leg triumph.

9,050
5,210

11,316
13,887

pp p

7 Sat 30 Aug Bristol City Lge 1 0 X X X X X X1 X X X G X
8 Tue 2 Sep Southampton (after extra time)   LC 7‐1 X X1 S1 X X X1 X1 X2 X X G R1
9 Sat 6 Sep Shrewsbury Town Lge 1‐2 R X S X X X1 X X X X G X
10 Sat 13 Sep Preston North End Lge 2‐1 X X1 S X X X1 R X X X G X
11 Sat 20 Sep West Ham United Lge 2‐3 X X R S X X1 X X1 X X G X
12 Tue 23 Sep Sheffield Wednesday LC 2‐1 X X X X X X1 X1 X X G X
13 Sat 27 Sep Chelsea Lge 2‐3 X X1 X1 X X X X X X G X
14 Sat 4 Oct Cardiff City Lge 0‐1 X R X X X X X S X X G X
15 Tue 7 Oct Derby County Lge 1‐1 X R X X X X X1 S X X G X
16 Sat 11 Oct Wrexham Lge 1‐0 X R X X X X X S X X1 G X
17 Sat 18 Oct Grimsby Town Lge 1‐1 X X X X X X X R X G X1 S
18 Sat 25 Oct Oldham Athletic Lge 2‐1 X2 X X X X X S R X G X X
19 Tue 28 Oct Nottingham Forest LC 4‐1 X1 X X X X3 X X X G X X
20 Sat 1 Nov Newcastle United Lge 1‐2 X X X X X X1 X X G X X
21 Tue 4 Nov Bristol Rovers Lge 1‐3 X S X X X X1 X X R X G X
22 Sat 8 Nov Bolton Wanderers Lge 3 1 X X X X X X1 X1 X G X X1

club s rise to previously unscaled heights

Gerry Armstrong

10,450
15,992
5,500

11,275
24,288
14,085
19,802
6,407

11,703
10,694
8,906

10,853
22,597
14,619
5,450

11 29622 Sat 8 Nov Bolton Wanderers Lge 3‐1 X X X X X X1 X1 X G X X1
23 Tue 11 Nov Luton Town Lge 0‐1 X R X X X X X X X G S X
24 Sat 22 Nov Blackburn Rovers Lge 1‐1 X X1 X X S X X X X G R X
25 Sat 29 Nov Sheffield Wednesday Lge 0‐1 R X X S X X X X X X G X
26 Tue 2 Dec Coventry City LC 2‐2 X1 X X X X X1 X X X G X
27 Sat 6 Dec Notts County Lge 2‐0 X X1 X X X1 X X X G X X
28 Tue 9 Dec Coventry City LC 0‐5 X X X X S X R X X G X X
29 Sat 13 Dec Derby County Lge 1‐1 X X1 R X X X X G X X X S
30 Tue 16 Dec Swansea City Lge 0‐1 X X X X S X X G X X X R
31 Sat 20 Dec Grimsby Town Lge 3‐1 X1 X X X X X1 X G X X1 X
32 Fri 26 Dec Orient Lge 1‐1 X X1 X X X X X G X X X
33 Sat 27 Dec Queens Park Rangers Lge 1‐1 X X X X X X R G X X X S1
34 Sat 3 Jan Colchester United FA 1‐0 X X X X X X1 X G X X X
35 Sat 10 Jan Blackburn Rovers Lge 0‐0 X X X X X X X G X X X
36 Sat 17 Jan Bristol City Lge 0‐0 X X X X X X X G X X X

Gerry Armstrong
16,939

30,348
16,464
13,305

13,436
14,761
27,542
11,133

10,209
10,041
22,911
7,769
9,466
8,746

11,296

37 Sat 24 Jan Wolverhampton Wanderers FA 1‐1 X1 X R X X X X G X X X S
38 Tue 27 Jan Wolverhampton Wanderers FA 1‐2 X X X X X S1 X R G X X X
39 Sat 31 Jan Cambridge United Lge 0‐0 X X X X X X X G X X X
40 Sat 7 Feb Preston North End Lge 1‐2 X X X X R1 X X S G X X X
41 Sat 14 Feb Shrewsbury Town Lge 1‐0 X X X1 X X X X X G X X
42 Sat 21 Feb Chelsea Lge 1‐0 X X X X X1 X X G X X X
43 Sat 28 Feb West Ham United Lge 1‐2 X X X X X1 X X G X X X
44 Sat 7 Mar Cardiff City Lge 4‐2 X X1 X X X2 X1 X G X X X
45 Sat 21 Mar Bristol Rovers Lge 3‐1 X1 X1 X X X X X G X X X1
46 Sat 28 Mar Oldham Athletic Lge 1‐2 X X X X X X X S G X X R1
47 Sat 4 Apr Newcastle United Lge 0‐0 X X X X X X X G X X X
48 Sat 11 Apr Bolton Wanderers Lge 1‐2 X1 X X X X R X S G X X X
49 Fri 17 Apr Orient Lge 2‐0 X X X1 S X X1 X X G X X R
50 Sat 18 Apr Queens Park Rangers Lge 0‐0 X X X X X X X X G X X
51 Sat 25 Apr Notts County Lge 2 1 X X2 X X X X X X G X X

Pat Rice

12,459
10,571
10 345

4,802
10,986
8,461

10,014
10,162

24,328
30,854
11,944
5,107

11,034
19,153
20,786

51 Sat 25 Apr Notts County Lge 2‐1 X X2 X X X X X X G X X
52 Sat 2 May Sheffield Wednesday Lge 2‐1 X X1 X X X X1 X X G X X
53 Mon 4 May Wrexham Lge 1‐0 X X1 X X X X X X G X X
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Les Taylor

TRIVIA  ..... In Graham Taylor's first five seasons as Watford's 
manager before reaching Division 1, the club achieved six FA 

Cup or League Cup victories over top‐flight opposition, 
including Manchester United twice. This season European 

Cup holders Nottingham Forest were beaten 4‐1 (Match 19).

10,345

4,659

OTHER MATCHES  in 1980‐81

12,351

Wed  23 Jul 1980           Watford  2   Northampton Town  1           (Three half‐hour periods played in private ‐ venue unknown)
E.G.Steele (gk); T.A.How & K.F.Jackett; M.Patching (sub: J.P.Ward), S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton; K.B.Pritchett, L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , M.Poskett (sub: R.A.Jenkins), R.Train  [1 goal]  & J.W.Rostron

Tue 29 Jul 1980           Torquay United  0   Watford  3           Attendance: 1,149
E.G.Steele (gk); T.A.How & S.J.Harrison; M.Patching, S.F.Sims (sub: S.G.Terry) & I.R.Bolton; L.L.Blissett  [1 goal]  (sub: N.I.Callaghan), M.Poskett  [1 goal] , R.A.Jenkins  [1 goal] , R.Train &

Thu 31 Jul 1980           Plymouth Argyle  1   Watford  1           Attendance: 1,527
E.G.Steele (gk); T.A.How (sub: M.R.Henderson) & S.J.Harrison; M.Patching, S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton; L.L.Blissett, M.Poskett  [1 goal] , R.A.Jenkins (sub: K.B.Cassells), R.Train & J.W.Rostron

Sat 2 Aug 1980           Exeter City  0   Watford  2           Attendance: 1,546
E.G.Steele (gk) (sub: S.Sherwood); M.R.Henderson & S.J.Harrison; M.Patching, S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton (sub: S.G.Terry); N.I.Callaghan, M.Poskett (sub: K.B.Pritchett), L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] ,

(g ); ; g ( ), ; , [ g ] , ( ), [ g ]

Fri 25 Jul 1980           Port Vale  0   Watford  0           (Played in private at Lilleshall)
S.Sherwood (gk); T.A.How & K.F.Jackett; M.Patching, S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton; K.B.Pritchett (sub: K.B.Cassells), L.L.Blissett, M.Poskett (sub: R.A.Jenkins), R.Train & J.W.Rostron

J.W.Rostron

K.F.Jackett  [1 goal]  & J.W.Rostron

Mon 9 Feb 1981          Watford  2   Red Star  (Yugoslavia)   2            Attendance: 6,127
S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice & K.B.Pritchett; L.Taylor, S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett, G.J.Armstrong  [1 goal] , K.F.Jackett & M.Poskett (sub: G.C.Donnellan).

Mon 16 Mar 1981           Watford  1   Vancouver Whitecaps  (Canada)   0           Attendance: 10,071
S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice & K.B.Pritchett; L.Taylor (sub: R.Train), S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton; G.C.Donnellan, L.L.Blissett, G.J.Armstrong, K.F.Jackett & M.Poskett  [1 goal]

Mon 11 May 1981           Bognor Regis Town  2   Watford  2           (Charity match)          Attendance: almost 1,200
S.Sherwood (gk) (sub: E.G.Steele); P.J.Rice & M.R.Henderson; L.Taylor, S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett, J.M.Gilligan  [1 goal] , K.F.Jackett & M.Poskett
S.G.Terry  [1 goal]  & R.W.Rostron also played as used substitutes.

There was also  1 own goal .
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1 Sat 15 Aug Reading GC 4-1 X X1 X X1 X R X2 X S G X R S

2 Wed 19 Aug Oxford United GC 4-2 X1 X1 X1 X1 X X X X G X X

3 Sat 22 Aug Aldershot GC 1-1 X X X R S X1 X X X G X X

4 Sat 29 Aug Newcastle United Lge 1-0 X X X X1 X X X X G X X

5 Tue 1 Sep Grimsby Town Lge 0-2 X X X X X X X X S G X R

6 Sat 5 Sep Oldham Athletic Lge 1-1 X1 S X X X X R X X G X X

7 Sat 12 Sep Chelsea Lge 3-1 X1 X X X1 X X X X1 G X X

8 Sat 19 Sep Rotherham United Lge 1-0 X1 X X X X X X X G X X

9 Tue 22 Sep Wrexham Lge 1-0 X X X X X X X X G X X1

10 Sat 26 Sep Luton Town Lge 1-4 X X X X1 X X R S X G X X

11 Sat 3 Oct Barnsley Lge 3-1 X1 X X X S X1 R1 X X G X X

12 Tue 6 Oct Grimsby Town LC 0-1 X X X X S X X X X G R X

13 Sat 10 Oct Orient Lge 3-0 X X2 X X X X X X G X X1

14 Sat 17 Oct Cambridge United Lge 2-1 X X2 X X X X X X G X X

15 Sat 24 Oct Norwich City Lge 3-0 X1 X1 X1 X X R X X S G X X

16 Tue 27 Oct Grimsby Town LC 3-1 X X1 X X X X2 X X G X X

17 Sat 31 Oct Shrewsbury Town Lge 2-0 S X1 R X X X X1 X X G X X

18 Sat 7 Nov Bolton Wanderers Lge 0-2 S X X X X X R X X G X X

19 Tue 10 Nov Lincoln City LC 2-2 R X X1 X X X1 X X S G X X

20 Sat 14 Nov Cardiff City Lge 0-0 X X X X X X R X S G X X

21 Sat 21 Nov Blackburn Rovers Lge 3-2 S R X X X X X1 X2 X G X X

22 Wed 25 Nov Lincoln City LC 3-2 X X X X X X X1 X1 G X X1

23 Sat 28 Nov Sheffield Wednesday Lge 1-3 X1 X X X X S X X R G X X

24 Tue 1 Dec Queens Park Rangers LC 4-1 S1 R X1 X X X X X X G X2 X

25 Sat 5 Dec Charlton Athletic Lge 2-2 X X X X X X1 X X G X1 X

26 Tue 8 Dec Burnley GC 1-2 X X1 X S X S R X R X X G X

27 Sat 12 Dec Leicester City Lge 1-1 S X X X X R1 X X X G X X

28 Sat 2 Jan Manchester United FA 1-0 S X X X X X X1 X R G X X

29 Sat 9 Jan Oldham Athletic Lge 1-1 S X X X X X1 R X X G X X

30 Sat 16 Jan Newcastle United Lge 2-3 S X X X X X1 R X X G X X1

31 Mon 18 Jan Ipswich Town LC 1-2 X X1 X X R X X X G X X S

32 Sat 23 Jan West Ham United FA 2-0 X1 X X X X1 R X X X S G X

33 Tue 26 Jan Derby County Lge 6-1 X2 X1 X1 X1 S1 X X R X G X X

34 Sat 30 Jan Rotherham United Lge 2-1 X X1 X X1 S X X R X G X X

35 Sat 6 Feb Chelsea Lge 1-0 X X X1 X X X X X G X X

36 Tue 9 Feb Barnsley Lge 0-0 R X X X S X X X X G X X

37 Sat 13 Feb Leicester City FA 0-2 R X X X S X X X X G X X

38 Sat 20 Feb Luton Town Lge 1-1 S X R X X X X X X1 G X X

39 Sat 27 Feb Orient Lge 3-1 S X X2 X R X1 X X X G X X

40 Sat 6 Mar Cambridge United Lge 0-0 S R X X X X X X X G X X

41 Tue 9 Mar Queens Park Rangers Lge 4-0 X X1 X X X1 X X X G X1 X 1

42 Sat 13 Mar Norwich City Lge 2-4 S X1 X X R X X X X G X1 X

43 Tue 16 Mar Grimsby Town Lge 2-0 X1 X X X1 X X X X G X X

44 Sat 20 Mar Shrewsbury Town Lge 3-1 S X X2 X X1 X R X X G X X

45 Sat 27 Mar Bolton Wanderers Lge 3-0 S X X2 X X X1 X X R G X X

46 Sat 3 Apr Cardiff City Lge 0-2 S X X X X R X X X G X X

47 Fri 9 Apr Crystal Palace Lge 1-1 S X1 X X X R X X X G X X

48 Mon 12 Apr Queens Park Rangers Lge 0-0 X X X X R X S X X G X X

49 Sat 17 Apr Blackburn Rovers Lge 2-1 X X X1 X X1 X X X G S X R

50 Sat 24 Apr Sheffield Wednesday Lge 4-0 X1 X2 X X1 X X X X G X X

51 Tue 27 Apr Crystal Palace Lge 3-0 X1 R X2 X X S X X X G X X

52 Sat 1 May Charlton Athletic Lge 1-1 X X X X X1 X X X G X X

53 Tue 4 May Wrexham Lge 2-0 X X X X X2 X X X G X X

54 Sat 8 May Leicester City Lge 3-1 S X2 X1 X X R X X X G X X

55 Sat 15 May Derby County Lge 2-3 X X X1 X1 X S R X X G X X
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7,409

12,489

20,817

highest tier of English football

encompassed the extraordinary talent

of teenaged newcomer John Barnes

5

7
8
9

10
11
12
13

6

(2nd tier of English football)

Rotherham United, Shrewsbury Town & Wrexham

4,049

2,602

2,469

19,376

8,129

12,361

17,264

10,136

7,239

14,463

13,213

5,672

7,066

12,198

13,982

Substitute Appearances - Football League 

Appearances - Other Competitions 

Goals - Other Competitions 

TRIVIA  ..... In Match 9, for the first time in their 

Southern/Football/FA Premier League history, Watford 

recorded a fifth consecutive away win. The sequence  was 

spread over two seasons and included two victories over 

Wrexham.

15
16
17
18
19
20

None

Promoted to Division 1
Luton Town, Watford & Norwich City

14

Home-and-away league doubles by Watford
6 - v Blackburn Rovers, Chelsea, Orient,

Home-and-away league doubles against Watford

                        GC = League Group Cup (three Preliminary Group matches & Quarter-Final)

 Wrexham 42
 Orient 42

KEY TO MATCH-BY-MATCH DETAILS

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result, with Watford score first; (6) attendance     
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7
1
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16

7,044

20,857

Attainment of promotion to the 

6,146

14,946

17,070

11,822

8,773

27,991

22,798

6,595

15,990

18,276

12,186

17,386

11,832

15,534

 Crystal Palace

Points

 Derby County
 Grimsby Town
 Shrewsbury Town
 Bolton Wanderers
 Cardiff City
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 Luton Town
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 Blackburn Rovers 11
 Oldham Athletic
 Chelsea
 Charlton Athletic
 Cambridge United

4

 Norwich City
 Sheffield Wednesday
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4
4
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42
42
42
42
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3
6
3
8

42
15
13

11
9
9
5

10

9
10
11

1981/82
 Queens Park Rangers
 Barnsley
 Rotherham United
 Leicester City
 Newcastle United

Manager
G.Taylor

Final league position
2nd of 22 in Football League Division 2

1
2
3
4

 WATFORD

42
42
42
42
42

42
42
42
42
42

42 9
4

Players' names: red type = Watford début this season ;  = final Watford appearance this season

Player columns: G = goalkeeper; X = outfield player; R = outfield player replaced by a substitute; S = used substitute; numerals denote goals scored

Competitions: Lge = Football League; LC = Football League Cup (2nd Round  [2 legs] to 5th Round, inclusive); FA = FA Cup (3rd to 5th Round, inclusive);

Appearances - Football League 

Goals - Football League 

Sent off:  Blissett (Match 4)

Goals from penalty kicks:  Blissett 10 (Matches 51 [two penalties],1, 19, 35, 39, 44, 45, 49 & 55)

Red type: away matches          Shaded rows: competitions other than Football League

22
23 24
22 2

10
2 10

21
22

Relegated to Division 3
Cardiff City, Wrexham & Orient

12,963

6,734

18,224

22,091

Substitute Appearances - Other Competitions 

11,276

9,018

20,036

10,696

3,911

12,389

10,827

2,658

10,340

26,104

27,004

12,684

TRIVIA  .... With promotion to the top flight secured four days earlier, 

Watford were awarded two penalty kicks against Leicester City 

(Match 54). Luther Blissett's shot was parried by Mark Wallington on 

both occasions, but Blissett got his head to both rebounds, scoring 

from one of them.

7,284

23,987

12,355

9,747

20,028



Wed 26 May 1982          New Zealand World Cup XI  1   Watford  1          (At Athletic Park Stadium, Wellington)          Attendance: 21,000

E.G.Steele (gk); M.Patching & K.B.Pritchett; L.Taylor (sub: S.F.Sims), S.G.Terry & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett [1 penalty goal] , J.M.Gilligan, J.W.Rostron & J.C.B.Barnes

Sat 29 May 1982          New Zealand World Cup XI  0   Watford  2          (At Mount Smart Stadium, Auckland)

E.G.Steele (gk); S.F.Sims & K.B.Pritchett; M.Patching, S.G.Terry & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett [2 goals] , J.M.Gilligan (sub: D.N.C.Johnson), J.W.Rostron & J.C.B.Barnes

E.G.Steele (gk); S.F.Sims & K.B.Pritchett; M.Patching, S.G.Terry & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett [2 goals] , J.M.Gilligan [1 goal] , J.W.Rostron & J.C.B.Barnes

Wed 2 Jun 1982          Malaysia National XI  1   Watford  6          (At Maderka Stadium, Kuala Lumpur)

Sat 8 Aug 1981          Barnet  0   Watford  1

S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice & K.B.Pritchett; L.Taylor, S.G.Terry (sub: J.W.Rostron) & S.F.Sims; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett [1 goal] , G.J.Armstrong, K.F.Jackett & M.Poskett

OTHER MATCHES in 1981/82

Tue 11 May 1982          Watford  2   Lokeren (Belgium)   1          Attendance: 4,393

Mon 10 May 1982          Brentford  1   Watford  2          (Testimonial match for J.J.Graham of Brentford)          Attendance: 2,089

S.Sherwood (gk); M.Patching & K.B.Pritchett; S.G.Terry, S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan, M.Poskett, G.J.Armstrong [1 goal] , J.H.P.Lohman & D.N.C.Johnson [1 goal]

E.G.Steele played in goal for Boreham Wood in the first half and change sides with Sherwood at half-time.

Line-up unknown. Scorer: M.Poskett [1 goal] .

Mon 24 Aug 1981          Watford  1   Northampton Town  0          (Played in private)

Line-up unknown. There was 1 own goal .

Tue 4 Aug 1981          Hitchin Town  0   Watford  4          Attendance: 407

S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice (sub: J.W.Rostron) & K.B.Pritchett; L.Taylor, S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton (sub: S.G.Terry); N.I.Callaghan [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett, G.J.Armstrong [1 goal] , K.F.Jackett [1 goal]  &

Thu 6 Aug 1981          Boreham Wood  2   Watford  3

M.Poskett [1 goal]

S.Sherwood (gk) (sub: E.G.Steele); M.R.Henderson & K.B.Pritchett; R.Train, S.G.Terry & S.F.Sims; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett [1 goal] , G.J.Armstrong, K.F.Jackett & M.Poskett [2 goals]

Mon 10 Aug 1981          Watford  1   Brentford  1          (Played in private)

S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.F.Sims (sub: P.L.Franklin) & I.R.Bolton [1 goal] ; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett [1 goal] , R.A.Jenkins (sub: G.J.Armstrong), J.H.P.Lohman &

J.C.B.Barnes

Thu 20 May 1982          Victoria State XI (Australia)  0   Watford  4          (At Olympic Park Stadium, Melbourne)          Attendance: 7,000

S.Sherwood (gk); M.Patching & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan, J.H.P.Lohman [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett [1 goal] , J.M.Gilligan (sub: D.N.C.Johnson) & J.C.B.Barnes [2 goals]

K.B.Pritchett also played as a used substitute.

Sun 23 May 1982          New Zealand World Cup XI  0   Watford  1          (At Christchurch)          Attendance: 18,000

S.Sherwood (gk); M.Patching & K.B.Pritchett; L.Taylor, S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett, J.C.B.Barnes [1 goal] , J.W.Rostron & D.N.C.Johnson (sub: P.L.Franklin)

D.N.C.Johnson [2 goals]  played as a used substitute.

Fri 4 Jun 1982          Kuala Trengganu (Malaysia)   0   Watford  4

Line-up unknown. Scorers: J.M.Gilligan [2 goals] , M.Patching [1 goal]  & L.L.Blissett [1 goal] .
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2 ‐ by Manchester United & Nottingham Forest

42

1442 1

KEY TO MATCH‐BY‐MATCH DETAILS

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result [Watford's score first † = after extra time]; (6) attendance
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Norwich City
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Home‐and‐away league doubles by Watford
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Relegated to Division 2

Sunderland
Birmingham City
Luton Town
Coventry City
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Manchester City, Swansea City  and

19
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Brighton & Hove Albion 42Swansea City
Brighton & Hove Albion

8 42 41 37 41 1 4 41 18 13 2 13 3 40 42 42 28 2 37 7
11 2 2 6 1 2
2 10 27 9 2 4 5 1 1 1 1 3 5 1 2
2 11 11 8 11 2 10 6 1 1 4 1 2 1 9 10 10 10 1 7 3

Sent off:  None

Goals from penalty kicks:  Blissett 8 (Matches 21 [two penalties], 3, 7, 37, 46, 48 & 50)

                             LT ‐ Football League Trophy (three Preliminary Group matches, and Quarter‐Final)

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result [Watford's score first, † = after extra time]; (6) attendance  

Red type: away matches          Shaded rows: competitions other than Football League

Appearances ‐ Football League 
Substitute Appearances ‐ Football League 

Goals ‐ Football League 
Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

Players' names: red type = Watford début this season ;   = final Watford appearance this season

Player columns: G = goalkeeper; X = outfield player; R = outfield player replaced by a substitute; S = used substitute; numerals denote goals scored

Competitions: Lge = Football League; LC = Football League Cup (2nd Round  [two legs]  & 3rd Round); FA = FA Cup (3rd to 5th Round, inclusive);

2 11 11 8 11 2 10 6 1 1 4 1 2 1 9 10 10 10 1 7 3
3 1 1 2 2 1 1 1
2 3 6 1 6 3 1 1 1 1 1
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1 Sat 14 Aug Orient LT 4‐1 X X X R S1 X R2 S X X G X X1
2 Tue 17 Aug Colchester United LT 2‐1 S X X1 X X X1 X S R X G X R
3 Sat 21 Aug Southend United LT 4‐1 X1 X X1 X R X X S1 X S X G R 1
4 Sat 28 Aug Everton Lge 2‐0 X1 X X X R X X X X1 X G S
5 Tue 31 Aug Southampton Lge 4‐1 X1 X X X X2 X X1 X X X G

Substitute Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

19,714
19,630

TRIVIA  ..... When John Barnes followed Luther Blissett into 
the England team this season (and actually replaced his club 

colleague when he won his first cap as a substitute), he 
became the nation's youngest débutant for 24 years.

Appearances   Other Competitions 

Goals ‐ Other Competitions 

4,063
3,837
2,447

6 Sat 4 Sep Manchester City Lge 0‐1 X X X X X X X R X X G S
7 Tue 7 Sep Swansea City Lge 2‐1 X X X1 X X1 X R S X X G X
8 Sat 11 Sep West Bromwich Albion Lge 3‐0 X X X2 X X X X X X G X1
9 Sat 18 Sep Nottingham Forest Lge 0‐2 X X X X X X S R X X G X
10 Sat 25 Sep Sunderland Lge 8‐0 X X4 X X2 X X2 X X G X X
11 Sat 2 Oct Birmingham City Lge 1‐1 S R X1 X X X X X X G X X
12 Tue 5 Oct Bolton Wanderers LC 2‐1 S1 X X X X X X1 R X G X X
13 Sat 9 Oct Norwich City Lge 2‐2 S X X X X X1 X X X G R X1
14 Sat 16 Oct Aston Villa Lge 0‐3 S X X X X X R X X G X X
15 Sat 23 Oct Coventry City Lge 0‐0 R X X X X S X X X G X X
16 Tue 26 Oct Bolton Wanderers LC 2‐1† X X1 S X X X R X X G X1 X
17 Sat 30 Oct Notts County Lge 2‐3 X1 X1 X X X X X X G X X
18 Sat 6 Nov Tottenham Hotspur Lge 1‐0 X X X X X X X X G X X1
19 Wed 10 Nov Nottingham Forest LC 3‐7 X X X X X X2 S X X G R X1
20 Sat 13 Nov Stoke City Lge 1‐0 X1 X X X X X X X G X X

17,639
15,577
29,617

16,816
13,870

16,550

5,664
18,597
21,572

42,215
14,873
18,713

11,520
9,171

17,334

20 Sat 13 Nov Stoke City Lge 1‐0 X1 X X X X X X X G X X
21 Sat 20 Nov Brighton & Hove Albion Lge 4‐1 X1 X2 X X R X S X X G X X1
22 Sat 27 Nov Arsenal Lge 4‐2 X2 X X X X1 X X X G X X 1
23 Sat 4 Dec Manchester United Lge 0‐1 X X X X X R S X X G X X
24 Wed 8 Dec Reading LT 3‐5 X2 X1 X X X X X X S R X G
25 Sat 11 Dec Liverpool Lge 1‐3 X X X X X X X X1 G X X
26 Sat 18 Dec Ipswich Town Lge 2‐1 X X X X X1 X X X G X X1
27 Mon 27 Dec Luton Town Lge 0‐1 X X X X X X X X G X X
28 Wed 29 Dec West Ham United Lge 2‐1 X X X X X1 X1 X X G X X
29 Sat 1 Jan Brighton & Hove Albion Lge 1‐1 X X X X X1 R S X X G X X
30 Mon 3 Jan Manchester City Lge 2‐0 X X X X X2 X X X G X X
31 Sat 8 Jan Plymouth Argyle FA 2‐0 X X1 X X X X X X1 G X X
32 Sat 15 Jan Everton Lge 0‐1 X X X X X R S X X G X X
33 Sat 22 Jan Southampton Lge 2‐0 X X1 X X X X X X G X X 1
34 Sat 29 Jan Fulham FA 1‐1 X X X X R X S1 X X G X X
35 T 1 F b F lh FA 2 1 X1 X X X X X1 X X G X X22 206

36,690

24,870
15,319
20,049
17,630
19,233
17,169

18,713
16,586
34,287
25,669
3,517

21,145

24,574

One‐time winger Wilf Rostron
was ever‐present at left‐back as
the club took Division 1 by storm

18,048

35 Tue 1 Feb Fulham FA 2‐1 X1 X X X X X1 X X G X X
36 Sun 6 Feb Swansea City Lge 3‐1 X1 X2 X X X X X X G X X
37 Sat 19 Feb Aston Villa FA 1‐4 S X X1 X X X R X X G X X
38 Sat 26 Feb Aston Villa Lge 2‐1 X X1 X X X X X X1 G X X
39 Wed 2 Mar Norwich City Lge 0‐3 S X X X R X X X X G X X
40 Sat 5 Mar Coventry City Lge 1‐0 X X X X X X X X G X X1
41 Sat 12 Mar Notts County Lge 5‐3 X1 X3 X X1 R X S X X G X X
42 Sat 19 Mar Tottenham Hotspur Lge 0‐1 S X X X X X R X X G X X
43 Tue 22 Mar Birmingham City Lge 2‐1 S X X2 X X X R X X G X X
44 Sat 26 Mar Stoke City Lge 0‐4 X X X X X R S X X G X X
45 Sat 2 Apr West Ham United Lge 1‐2 S X X X X1 X R X X G X X
46 Mon 4 Apr Luton Town Lge 5‐2 S X1 X2 R1 X X1 X X X G X X
47 Sat 9 Apr West Bromwich Albion Lge 3‐1 X1 X X X1 X X1 X X G X X
48 Sat 16 Apr Nottingham Forest Lge 1‐3 S X X1 X X X R X X G X X
49 Sat 23 Apr Manchester United Lge 0‐2 X X X X X R X X G X S X

22,206
14,461

11,828
17,537

34,330
19,318
16,662
11,235
16,273
27,373
14,229
14,276
22,647
20,120

43,04849 Sat 3 Apr Manchester United ge 0 X X X X X R X X G X S X
50 Sat 30 Apr Arsenal Lge 2‐1 X1 X1 X X X X X X G X X
51 Mon 2 May Sunderland Lge 2‐2 S X X2 X X X R X X X G X
52 Sat 7 May Ipswich Town Lge 1‐3 S X X X X R X X X1 G X X
53 Sat 14 May Liverpool Lge 2‐1 X X1 X X X S X1 X X G R X
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TRIVIA  ..... As Watford's skipper in the club's first‐ever 
League game in the top flight (Match 4), Pat Rice scored 
the only goal of his 137‐match Vicarage Road career.

27,173
19,921

,
20,529
13,971

OTHER MATCHES in 1982‐83

J.C.B.Barnes  [1 goal]

Wed 11 Aug 1982 Watford 3 Northampton Town 1 (Played in private venue unknown)

Wed 4 Aug 1982           Kvik (Norway)   0   Watford  4           Attendance: 2,000
E.G.Steele (gk); P.J.Rice & K.F.Jackett; L.L.Blissett, S.F.Sims  [1 goal]  & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan, G.J.Armstrong  [2 goals] , R.A.Jenkins  [1 goal] , J.H.P.Lohman & J.C.B.Barnes

Thu 5 Aug 1982           Hamarkameratene (Norway)   2   Watford  1
S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice & K.F.Jackett; M.Patching, S.G.Terry & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett, R.A.Jenkins (sub: G.J.Armstrong), J.H.P.Lohman (sub: D.N.C.Johnson  [1 goal] ) & J.C.B.Barnes

Thu 29 Jul 1982           Valerengen (Norway)   1   Watford  5           Attendance: 2,006
S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.F.Sims & I.R.Bolton; D.N.C.Johnson  [1 goal]  (sub: M.Patching  [1 goal] ), L.L.Blissett  [2 goals] , G.J.Armstrong, J.H.P.Lohman &

Mon 2 Aug 1982           Kongsvinger  (Norway)   0   Watford  9
E.G.Steele (gk); M.Patching (sub: L.L.Blissett, who thus reappeared after having himself been replaced) & K.F.Jackett; L.Taylor (sub: P.J.Rice), S.G.Terry (sub: S.F.Sims) & I.R.Bolton;

N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett  [2 goals]  (sub: G.J.Armstrong), R.A.Jenkins  [1 goal]  (sub: J.M.Gilligan  [2 goals] ), J.C.B.Barnes & D.N.C.Johnson  [3 goals]

Wed 11 Aug 1982           Watford  3   Northampton Town  1           (Played in private ‐ venue unknown)
Line‐up unknown. Scorers: L.L.Blissett  [1 penalty goal] , N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal]  & R.A.Jenkins  [1 goal] .

L.L.Blissett (sub: I.P.Richardson), R.A.Jenkins  [1 goal] , K.F.Jackett  [1 goal]  & J.C.B.Barnes (sub: D.N.C.Johnson)
This was one of two friendlies (the second took place two years later) which were part of the agreement under which R.I.Jobson was transferred from Burton Albion to Watford.

D.N.C.Johnson  [1 goal].  There was also  1 own goal .

J.H.P.Lohman  [1 goal]  (sub: G.Taylor) & D.N.C.Johnson  [1 goal]

Mon 29 Nov 1982           Exeter City  1   Watford  6           (Testimonial match for Exeter City secretary, P.Wakeham, whose job had been made redundant)          Attendance: 2,046
E.G.Steele (gk); P.J.Rice (sub: S.G.Terry) & J.W.Rostron; M.Patching, I.R.Bolton & P.L.Franklin; N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett  [2 goals] , J.C.B.Barnes  [1 goal] , K.F.Jackett &

Mon 28 Mar 1983           Watford  6   Corinthian‐Casuals  1           (Sheriff of London Shield)          Attendance: 3,686
S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice (sub: C.A.Palmer) & J.W.Rostron; R.I.Jobson (sub: M.Patching), S.F.Sims & K.F.Jackett (sub: L.Taylor); W.R.Sterling  [2 goals] , I.P.Richardson  [1 goal] , S.G.Terry  [1 goal] ,

Wed 3 Nov 1982           Burton Albion  0   Watford  5           (In aid of Burton Albion's floodlight fund)           Attendance: 1,727
E.G.Steele (gk); P.J.Rice (sub: C.A.Palmer) & J.W.Rostron; R.I.Jobson  [1 goal]  (sub: M.Patching), S.F.Sims  [1 goal] , & I.R.Bolton (sub: P.L.Franklin); N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] ,

[ g ] ( y ) [ g ]
The match was arranged to mark the centenary of the former Corinthian FC. Both sides wore Victorian‐style strips and played in 2‐3‐5 team formation. The Watford manager made a

J.H.P.Lohman (sub: D.N.C.Johnson  [1 goal] )

There was also  1 own goal.

Tue 10 May 1983          Watford  4   Luton Town  0           (Rigby Taylor Cup ‐ testimonial match for R.A.Jenkins)          Attendance: 7,225
S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice & J.W.Rostron; M.Patching  [1 goal] , S.G.Terry & P.L.Franklin; N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett, R.A.Jenkins (sub: J.C.B.Barnes), K.F.Jackett & W.R.Sterling  [1 goal]

Thu 19 May 1983           Team America  1   Watford  1           (At the National Stadium, Kingston, Jamaica)          Attendance: 33,000  (a Jamaican record)
S.Sherwood (gk); C.A.Palmer (sub: G.J.Armstrong) & J.W.Rostron; R.I.Jobson, S.G.Terry & I.R.Bolton; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , J.C.B.Barnes, K.F.Jackett, J.H.P.Lohman

Wed 1 Jun 1983 Chinese National XI 1 Watford 3 (At the People's Stadium Peking) Attendance: 80 000

Tue 19 Apr 1983          Watford  2   Israel Olympic XI  2           Attendance: 3,034
E.G.Steele (gk) (sub: D.H.Williams); P.J.Rice & J.W.Rostron  [1 goal] ; L.Taylor, S.F.Sims & K.F.Jackett; G.J.Armstrong (sub: W.R.Sterling), L.L.Blissett, J.C.B.Barnes, R.I.Jobson &

substitute appearance.

S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice & J.W.Rostron; R.I.Jobson, S.F.Sims & P.L.Franklin; N.I.Callaghan, I.P.Richardson  [2 goals] , S.G.Terry  [1 goal] , J.H.P.Lohman & D.N.C.Johnson (sub: I.R.Bolton)
Wed 1 Jun 1983           Chinese National XI  1   Watford  3           (At the People's Stadium, Peking)          Attendance: 80,000

Line‐up unknown, but L.L.Blissett, J.C.B.Barnes, G.J.Armstrong & K.F.Jackett all played as used substitutes. Scorers: S.G.Terry  [1 goal]  & N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] .
Sun 5 Jun 1983           A Shanghai XI  1   Watford  2           (At Jiang Wen Stadium, Shanghai)           Attendance: 40,000

Tue 7 Jun 1983           Chinese National XI  1   Watford  5           (At the People's Stadium, Peking)          Attendance: 70,000
Line‐up unknown. Scorers: K.F.Jackett  [1 goal] , J.C.B.Barnes  [2 goals] & L.L.Blissett  [2 goals] .
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1 Sat 27 Aug Coventry City Lge 2-3 X1 X X X S1 X X X G R X X

2 Tue 30 Aug Ipswich Town Lge 2-2 X X X1 X X1 X X X G X X

3 Sat 3 Sep Birmingham City Lge 0-2 X X X X S X R X X X G X

4 Tue 6 Sep Queens Park Rangers Lge 1-1 X1 X X X X X X X X G X

5 Sat 10 Sep Notts County Lge 3-1 X1 X X S X X R X1 X1 X G X

6 Wed 14 Sep 1FC Kaiserslautern UE 1-3 X X X X1 X X X R S X G R S

7 Sat 17 Sep Stoke City Lge 4-0 X2 X X X X1 X1 X X X G X

8 Sat 24 Sep Tottenham Hotspur Lge 2-3 X X1 S X X X X R X1 G X X

9 Wed 28 Sep 1FC Kaiserslautern UE 3-0 X X X X X X X X2 X G X 1

10 Sat 1 Oct West Bromwich Albion Lge 0-2 X X X R X X X S X G X X

11 Tue 4 Oct Huddersfield Town LC 1-2 X1 X X X X X X X X G X

12 Sat 15 Oct Norwich City Lge 1-3 X S X X X R X X X X G X1

13 Wed 19 Oct Levski Spartak UE 1-1 R X X X X X S X R X1 G S X

14 Sat 22 Oct Everton Lge 0-1 X X X X X X X X G X X

15 Tue 25 Oct Huddersfield Town LC 2-2 X X X X1 R X X X S X G X1

16 Fri 28 Oct West Ham United Lge 0-0 X X X X X X X X G X X

17 Wed 2 Nov Levski Spartak (after extra time) UE 3-1 X X X1 X X X X X1 X1 G X

18 Sat 5 Nov Leicester City Lge 3-3 X X X1 X X X X2 X G X X

19 Sat 12 Nov Sunderland Lge 0-3 X X X X X X X X G X X

20 Sat 19 Nov Manchester United Lge 1-4 X X1 X X X X X G X X X

21 Wed 23 Nov Sparta Prague UE 2-3 X X X X S1 R S R X X1 G X X

22 Sat 26 Nov Luton Town Lge 1-2 X X X1 X X X X X X G X

23 Sat 3 Dec Wolverhampton Wanderers Lge 5-0 X X X X X X3 S X R2 X G X

24 Wed 7 Dec Sparta Prague UE 0-4 X X S X X X R R X X G X S

25 Sat 10 Dec Nottingham Forest Lge 3-2 X X X1 X X X1 X X1 X G X

26 Sat 17 Dec Arsenal Lge 1-3 X X X X X X1 X R X G X S

27 Mon 26 Dec Aston Villa Lge 3-2 X X1 X X X2 X X X G X X

28 Tue 27 Dec Southampton Lge 0-1 S X X X X X X R X G X X

29 Sat 31 Dec Birmingham City Lge 1-0 X X X X X X1 X X G X X

30 Mon 2 Jan Tottenham Hotspur Lge 3-2 X X1 X X X X2 X X G X X

31 Sat 7 Jan Luton Town FA 2-2 X X1 X X X X1 X X G X X

32 Tue 10 Jan Luton Town (after extra time) FA 4-3 X X1 X1 X X X1 X1 X G X X

33 Sat 14 Jan Coventry City Lge 2-1 X X X X X X X1 X G1 X X

34 Sat 21 Jan Stoke City Lge 2-0 X X X X X X1 X1 X G X X

35 Sat 28 Jan Charlton Athletic FA 2-0 X X X X X X1 X1 X G X X

36 Wed 1 Feb Liverpool Lge 0-3 S X X X X X X R X G X X

37 Sat 4 Feb West Bromwich Albion Lge 3-1 S X X X X X2 X R X1 X G X

38 Sat 11 Feb Notts County Lge 5-3 X R X2 X X X1 X1 X G S X X 1

39 Sat 18 Feb Brighton & Hove Albion FA 3-1 S X X X X X1 X1 R1 X G X X

40 Tue 21 Feb West Ham United Lge 4-2 X X X2 X1 X X X1 X G X X

41 Sat 25 Feb Everton Lge 4-4 X X X2 X X X X1 X1 G X X

42 Sat 3 Mar Leicester City Lge 1-4 X X R X X X X X1 G X S X

43 Sat 10 Mar Birmingham City FA 3-1 X X2 X X X X X X G X1 X

44 Sat 17 Mar Queens Park Rangers Lge 1-0 X X X X S X R X1 G X X X

45 Tue 20 Mar Sunderland Lge 2-1 X X X X X2 X X G X R S X

46 Sat 24 Mar Ipswich Town Lge 0-0 X X X X X X X G X X X

47 Sat 31 Mar Liverpool Lge 0-2 R X X X X X X S X X G X

48 Sat 7 Apr Norwich City Lge 1-6 R X X X X X1 X S G X X X

49 Sat 14 Apr Plymouth Argyle (at Aston Villa) FA 1-0 X X X S X X X1 X G X X R

50 Tue 17 Apr Manchester United Lge 0-0 X X X X X X X G X X X

51 Sat 21 Apr Aston Villa Lge 1-2 X X X R X S X X G X X1 X

52 Tue 24 Apr Southampton Lge 1-1 X X X X1 X X G X X X X

53 Sat 28 Apr Luton Town Lge 2-1 X X R X1 X1 X X G X S X X

54 Sat 5 May Wolverhampton Wanderers Lge 0-0 X X X S X X X G X R X X

55 Mon 7 May Nottingham Forest Lge 1-5 X X X X X X1 G X X X X

56 Sat 12 May Arsenal Lge 2-1 X X S X X1 X X1 R G X X X

57 Sat 19 May Everton (at Wembley Stadium) FA 0-2 S X X X X X R X G X X X
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George Reilly's header

at Villa Park took Watford

to the FA Cup Final

Graham Taylor's spoof ad

appeared in The Times

after his 'weakened'

side's stunning UEFA Cup

victory in Bulgaria

TRIVIA  ..... In the club's UEFA Cup away leg against 1FC 

Kaiserslautern (Match 6) Steve Sherwood became the first 

player to appear in all four divisions of the Football League 

and in a European competition with the same club. The 

second was Ian Bolton, in the return leg two weeks later.

S.Sherwood (gk) (sub: E.G.Steele); P.J.Rice & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.G.Terry [1 goal]  & P.L.Franklin; N.I.Callaghan, J.C.B.Barnes, J.M.Gilligan (sub: I.P.Richardson), M.Patching & R.I.Jobson

Sat 20 Aug 1983          Oxford United  4   Watford  3          Attendance: 2,378

S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice (sub: M.Patching) & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.G.Terry & P.L.Franklin; N.I.Callaghan [1 penalty goal] , J.C.B.Barnes [1 goal] , J.H.P.Lohman [1 goal] , R.I.Jobson &

Tue 11 Oct 1983          Israel Olympic XI  1   Watford  0          (At the National Stadium, Jaffa)

E.G.Steele (gk); P.J.Rice & L.Sinnott; R.I.Jobson, S.G.Terry & S.F.Sims; W.R.Sterling, D.N.C.Johnson, G.G.Reilly, J.H.P.Lohman & J.W.Rostron

OTHER MATCHES in 1983-84

P.G.Atkinson (sub: R.I.Jobson, who thus reappeared after himself having been substituted)

K.F.Jackett (sub: M.Patching) & W.R.Sterling

W.R.Sherling (sub: K.F.Jackett)

Sat 13 Aug 1983          Reading  2   Watford  1          Attendance: 1,352

E.G.Steele (gk); P.J.Rice & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.F.Sims & P.L.Franklin; N.I.Callaghan, J.C.B.Barnes [1 goal] , J.M.Gilligan, R.I.Jobson (sub: M.Patching) &

Tue 16 Aug 1983          Swindon Town  0   Watford  5          Attendance: 1,800

S.Sherwood (gk); P.J.Rice & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.G.Terry [1 goal]  & P.L.Franklin; N.I.Callaghan [1 goal] (sub: I.P.Richardson), J.C.B.Barnes, J.M.Gilligan [3 goals] ,

Thu 18 Aug 1983          Colchester United  2   Watford  1          Attendance: 961
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(top tier of English football)
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Liverpool
Southampton
Nottingham Forest
Manchester United
Queens Park Rangers
Arsenal
Everton
Tottenham Hotspur
West Ham United
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1983/84
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1
Played

Luton Town
West Bromwich Albion
Stoke City

Aston Villa
WATFORD
Ipswich Town
Sunderland
Norwich City

18

2 - v Notts County & Stoke City

Home-and-away league doubles against Watford
2 - by Liverpool & Norwich City

Leicester City 42
42
42
42

42
42
42
42
42

11
7

10
11

5
5
4
4

42
42
42

7
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4

8Relegated to Division 2
Birmingham City, Notts County &

Wolverhampton Wanderers
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Coventry City 42 5
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31
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23
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KEY TO MATCH-BY-MATCH DETAILS

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result, with Watford score first; (6) attendance   

Players' names: red type = Watford début this season ;  = final Watford appearance this season

Player columns: G = goalkeeper; X = outfield player; R = outfield player replaced by a substitute; S = used substitute; numerals denote goals scored

Competitions: Lge = Football League; LC = Football League Cup (2nd Round  [two legs] ); FA = FA Cup (3rd Round to Final, inclusive);

Appearances - Football League 
Substitute Appearances - Football League 

Goals - Football League 
Appearances - Other Competitions 

Goals - Other Competitions 

Sent off:  Terry (Match 14) , Reilly (Match 25) , Price (Match 26)  & Rostron (Match 53)

Goals from penalty kicks:  Barnes 1 (Match 30) , Callaghan 1 (Match 8) & Johnston 1 (Match 31)

                            UE = UEFA Cup (1st to 3rd Round, inclusive   [two legs in each] )

Red type: away matches          Shaded rows: competitions other than Football League

Substitute Appearances - Other Competitions 

TRIVIA  .... The victory over West Ham United in Match 40 

meant that in just over six years Watford had achieved at 

least one League or cup win on every one of London's 12 

Football League grounds.
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KEY TO MATCH‐BY‐MATCH DETAILS

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result with Watford score first; (6) attendance
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Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

Sent off:  None

Goals from penalty kicks:  Blissett 6 (Matches 25, 27, 28, 39, 47 & 50)

Red type: away matches          Shaded rows: competitions other than Football League

Substitute Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result, with Watford score first; (6) attendance 

Players' names: red type = Watford début this season ;   = final Watford appearance this season

Player columns: G = goalkeeper; X = outfield player; R = outfield player replaced by a substitute; S = used substitute; numerals denote goals scored

Competitions: Lge = Football League; LC = Football League Cup (2nd Round  [two legs]  to 5th Round, inclusive); FA = FA Cup (3rd to 5th Round, inclusive)

Appearances ‐ Football League 
Substitute Appearances ‐ Football League 

Goals ‐ Football League 
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1 Sat 25 Aug Manchester United Lge 1‐1 X R X X1 X X S X G X X X
2 Tue 28 Aug Queens Park Rangers Lge 1‐1 X R X X X X1 X G X S X X
3 Sat 1 Sep Arsenal Lge 3‐4 R X S1 X X X1 X X G X X X 1
4 Wed 5 Sep Leicester City Lge 1‐1 X X S X X X R X G X X1 X
5 Sat 8 Sep West Ham United Lge 0‐2 X X X X X X S R G X X X
6 Sat 15 Sep Aston Villa Lge 3‐3 X X1 X1 X S X X1 G X R X X

Goals ‐ Other Competitions 
pp p

TRIVIA  ..... Having not recorded a 5‐1 victory for seven 
years, the club did so twice in successive games within three 
days (Matches 50 & 51) and made it thrice in six games by  
beating West Bromwich Albion by the same score in the third 

match of 1985‐86.

53,668
23,165
21,320
12,055
20,377
16,4406 Sat 15 Sep Aston Villa Lge 3 3 X X1 X1 X S X X1 G X R X X

7 Sat 22 Sep Norwich City Lge 2‐3 X X X X X X1 X G X X X1
8 Tue 25 Sep Cardiff City LC 3‐1 X X3 X X X X X X G X X
9 Sat 29 Sep Everton Lge 4‐5 X X1 R X1 G X X X1 X S X X 1
10 Sat 6 Oct Coventry City Lge 0‐1 X X S X G X X R X X X X
11 Tue 9 Oct Cardiff City LC 0‐1 X X X X G X R X X S X X
12 Sat 13 Oct Chelsea Lge 3‐2 X X1 X X G X X1 X1 X X X
13 Sat 20 Oct Luton Town Lge 2‐3 X X X1 X G S X X X1 X X R
14 Sat 27 Oct Newcastle United Lge 3‐3 X X X2 X G X X X X X1 X
15 Wed 31 Oct Leeds United LC 4‐0 X X X X2 G X1 X X X X1 X
16 Sat 3 Nov Ipswich Town Lge 3‐3 X X1 X2 X G X X X X X X
17 Sat 10 Nov Sunderland Lge 3‐1 X X X R G X1 X X X X1 S X1
18 Sat 17 Nov Sheffield Wednesday Lge 1‐0 X1 X G X X X X X X X X
19 Tue 20 Nov West Bromwich Albion LC 4‐1 X X1 G X X X1 X X X X1 X1
20 Sat 24 Nov Stoke City Lge 3‐1 X X1 G S X X R1 X1 X X X X
21 Sat 1 Dec Nottingham Forest Lge 2‐0 X X X G X X X1 X X X1 X

Goalkeeper Tony Coton conceded five goals
at home on his Watford début but went on

to give six years of outstanding service

,
14,896
12,884
18,335
15,184
4,607

25,340
12,192
18,794
21,221
15,680
18,953
18,338
16,378
10,564
17 75821 Sat 1 Dec Nottingham Forest Lge 2‐0 X X X G X X X1 X X X1 X

22 Sat 8 Dec West Bromwich Albion Lge 1‐2 X1 X X G X X S X X R X X
23 Sat 15 Dec Tottenham Hotspur Lge 1‐2 X X R G X X X X X S X X1
24 Sat 22 Dec Arsenal Lge 1‐1 X X S G X R X X X X X1 X
25 Wed 26 Dec Southampton Lge 2‐1 X X2 X G S R X X X X X X
26 Sat 29 Dec Leicester City Lge 4‐1 X1 X G S R X X1 X X X1 X X1
27 Tue 1 Jan Liverpool Lge 1‐1 X X1 G X S X X X X R X X
28 Sat 5 Jan Sheffield United FA 5‐0 X X4 G X X X X X X X1 X
29 Wed 23 Jan Sunderland LC 0‐1 X X S G X X X X X R X X
30 Sat 26 Jan Grimsby Town FA 3‐1 X2 X G X1 X X X X X X X
31 Sat 2 Feb Everton Lge 0‐4 X X X G R X S X X X X X
32 Sun 24 Feb Sheffield Wednesday Lge 1‐1 X X X1 X X X G X X X X
33 Sat 2 Mar Newcastle United Lge 1‐3 X R X X S X1 X G X X X X
34 Mon 4 Mar Luton Town FA 0‐0 X X X X X X G X X X X
35 Wed 6 Mar Luton Town (after extra time) FA 2‐2 S X X X X X X G X R X1 X1

17,758
13,581
22,437
31,302
19,754
19,491
27,073
17,604
22,591
12,989
34,026
27,871
24,923
18,506
19,867

36 Sat 9 Mar Luton Town FA 0‐1 X X X G X X X X X X X
37 Tue 12 Mar Sunderland Lge 1‐1 X1 S G X X X R X X X X X
38 Sat 16 Mar Chelsea Lge 1‐3 X X1 R G S X X X X X X X
39 Tue 19 Mar Luton Town Lge 3‐0 X X X2 X1 G X X X X X X
40 Sat 23 Mar Coventry City Lge 1‐3 R X X1 X G X X X S X X X
41 Sat 30 Mar Queens Park Rangers Lge 0‐2 X X R G X X X S X X X X
42 Tue 2 Apr West Ham United Lge 5‐0 X1 X2 X G X X X X X1 X X1
43 Sat 6 Apr Southampton Lge 1‐1 X X X G X X X X X X X1
44 Sat 13 Apr Norwich City Lge 2‐0 X1 X X G X X X X1 X X X
45 Tue 16 Apr Ipswich Town Lge 3‐1 X1 X X G X X X X1 X X X1
46 Wed 24 Apr Aston Villa Lge 1‐1 X X X1 G X X X X X X X
47 Sat 27 Apr Stoke City Lge 2‐0 X X1 X G X X1 X X X X X
48 Sat 4 May Nottingham Forest Lge 1‐1 X X X G X X X X X X X1
49 Tue 7 May West Bromwich Albion Lge 0‐2 X X X G X X X X X X X
50 Sat 11 May Tottenham Hotspur Lge 5‐1 X1 X1 X1 G X X X X X X X1 1

22,375
16,318
14,185
9,794

12,771
17,389
17,456
15,262
16,074

15,586

11,493
14,613
12,649
14,074
23,16750 Sat 11 May Tottenham Hotspur Lge 5‐1 X1 X1 X1 G X X X X X X X1 1

51 Mon 13 May Manchester United Lge 5‐1 X R1 X2 G X1 X S X X X X X1
52 Fri 17 May Liverpool Lge 3‐4 X1 X G X X X X X X X X1 1
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OTHER MATCHES in 1984‐85

Sat 4 Aug 1984           Dumbarton  2   Watford  1           Attendance: estimated 4,000

TRIVIA  ..... In the history of the FA Cup only two clubs have 
been involved in second replays in more than two 

consecutive seasons ‐ Watford, with five, and Luton Town, 
with three. Both of these sequences began this season with 

the same match (36).

23,167
20,500
29,130

This match and the next were part of a four‐club tournament in Majorca, the fourth being the Chilean club Universidad Catolica.

Sat 18 Aug 1984           Real Mallorca (Spain)   2   Watford  1           (In Majorca)          Attendance: 30,000
S.Sherwood (gk); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.G.Terry (sub: S.F.Sims) & L.Sinnott; L.L.Blissett, M.J.G.Johnston  [1 goal] , G.G.Reilly (sub: W.R.Sterling), K.F.Jackett & J.C.B.Barnes

S.Sherwood (gk); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.G.Terry & K.F.Jackett; N.I.Callaghan, M.J.G.Johnston  [1 goal] , G.G.Reilly (sub: S.F.Sims), P.G.Atkinson & J.C.B.Barnes

Mon 6 Aug 1984           Morton  2   Watford  3           Attendance: estimated 4,000
S.Storm (gk); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.G.Terry & L.Sinnott; N.I.Callaghan, M.J.G.Johnston  [2 goals, including a penalty], I.P.Richardson, K.F.Jackett & J.C.B.Barnes  [1 goal]

Sat 11 Aug 1984           Linfield  2   Watford  4
S.Sherwood (gk); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.G.Terry & L.Sinnott; N.I.Callaghan, M.J.G.Johnston  [2 goals] , G.G.Reilly  [1 goal]  (sub: G.M.Porter), K.F.Jackett & J.C.B.Barnes  [1 goal]

Fri 17 Aug 1984           Barcelona (Spain)   2   Watford  1           (In Majorca)          Attendance: 22,000
S.Sherwood (gk); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, L.Sinnott & K.F.Jackett; N.I.Callaghan (sub: W.R.Sterling), M.J.G.Johnston  [1 goal] , G.G.Reilly, L.L.Blissett & J.C.B.Barnes

Tue 21 Aug 1984           Grimsby Town  2   Watford  2           Attendance: 2,189
S.Sherwood (gk); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, L.Sinnott & K.F.Jackett; N.I.Callaghan, M.J.G.Johnston, G.G.Reilly (sub: S.G.Terry  [1 goal] ), L.L.Blissett & J.C.B.Barnes

Wed 19 Sep 1984           Phil Neale XI  1   Watford  1           (At Lincoln City ‐ benefit match for P.A.Neale of that club)          Attendance: 2,134
I.J.Douglas (gk); D.J.Bardsley & K.F.Jackett; L.Taylor, S.G.Terry & L.Sinnott; N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett, J.C.B.Barnes, G.M.Porter & W.R.Sterling

Wed 7 Nov 1984           Burton Albion  0   Watford  6           Attendance: 1,005
A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: D.H.Williams); D.J.Bardsley & K.F.Jackett; L.Taylor, R.I.Jobson & L.Sinnott; W.R.Sterling, L.L.Blissett  [1 goal]  (sub: I.P.Richardson  [1 goal] ),

This was the second of two friendlies (the first took place two years earlier) which were part of the agreement under which R.I.Jobson was transferred from Burton Albion to Watford.

There was also  1 own goal .

J.C.B.Barnes  [2 goals]  (sub: J.M.Gilligan), J.H.P.Lohman & J.W.Rostron  [2 goals]  (sub: P.G.Atkinson)

Tue 4 Dec 1984           Chesham United  1   Watford  3           (Match to mark the opening of Chesham United's new stand)          Attendance: 3,000+
D.H.Williams (gk); D.J.Bardsley & L.Sinnott; N.J.Gibbs (sub: L.Taylor), R.I.Jobson & K.F.Jackett; W.R.Sterling  [1 goal]  (sub: M.Brady), L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , (sub: I.P.Richardson),
J C B B ( b J M Gilli [1 l] ) J H P L h & P G A ki ( b G M P )

Wed 3 Apr 1985           Chalfont St Peter  0   Watford  2           (In aid of funds for a policeman injured in the Harrods bomb incident)          Attendance: estimated 2,500 (a club record)
S.Sherwood (gk) (sub: D.H.Williams); D.J.Bardsley & L.Sinnott; L.Taylor  [1 goal]  (sub: P.G.Atkinson), C.G.Powell (sub: N.J.Gibbs) & J.McClelland (sub: K.F.Jackett); N.I.Callaghan (sub: A.D.Paris),

Mon 20 May 1985           Blackpool  2   Watford  5           (Testimonial match for K.Mercer, formerly of both clubs, now retired owing to injury)          Attendance: 4,000+
A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: S.Sherwood); N.J.Gibbs (sub: D.J.Bardsley) & J.W.Rostron (sub: L.Sinnott); L.Taylor, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; N.I.Callaghan, I.P.Richardson  [2 goals] , C.West  [2 goals] ,

J.C.B.Barnes (sub: J.M.Gilligan  [1 goal] ), J.H.P.Lohman & P.G.Atkinson (sub: G.M.Porter)

L.L.Blissett (sub: J.H.P.Lohman), I.P.Richardson, G.M.Porter & J.C.B.Barnes (sub: J.W.Rostron  [1 goal] )

K.F.Jackett & G.M.Porter  [1 goal]

Sat 16 Feb 1985           Yellows  3   Whites  2           (Public practice match)          Attendance: about 3,000 (admission was free of charge)
Yellows :   A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: D.H.Williams); L.Sinnott & J.W.Rostron; L.Taylor, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; W.R.Sterling  [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , G.G.Reilly (sub: B.Andrews), 
J.H.P.Lohman & J.C.B.Barnes  [1 goal]
Whites :   S.Sherwood (gk); D.J.Bardsley & N.Price; A.D.Paris  [1 goal] , C.G.Powell & K.F.Jackett; N.I.Callaghan, M.Allen  [1 goal] , J.M.Gilligan, G.M.Porter & P.G.Atkinson

Thu 30 May 1985           Sheffield Wednesday  0   Watford  0           (At Din Daeng Stadium, Bangkok, Thailand)          Attendance: just over 2,000
Line‐up unknown, but the following players travelled: A.P.Coton, S.Sherwood, L.Sinnott, D.J.Bardsley, J.W.Rostron, L.Taylor, S.G.Terry, P.G.Atkinson, J.McClelland, J.H.P.Lohman, N.I.Callaghan,
W.R.Sterling, M.Allen, G.M.Porter, I.P.Richardson & C.West. Watford lost 2‐3 in a penalty shoot‐out, the successful kicks being taken by N.I.Callaghan & S.G.Terry.
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KEY TO MATCH‐BY‐MATCH DETAILS

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result [Watford's score first † = after extra time]; (6) attendance
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Players' names: red type = Watford début this season ;   = final Watford appearance this season

Player columns: G = goalkeeper; X = outfield player; R = outfield player replaced by a substitute; S = used substitute; numerals denote goals scored

Competitions: Lge = Football League; LC = Football League Cup (2nd Round  [two legs]  & 3rd Round); FA = FA Cup (3rd to 6th Round, inclusive)

Appearances ‐ Football League 
Substitute Appearances ‐ Football League 

Goals ‐ Football League 
Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

Sent off:  None

Goals from penalty kicks:  Jackett 4 (Matches 15, 31, 43 & 50)

Red type: away matches          Shaded rows: competitions other than Football League

Substitute Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result [Watford's score first, † = after extra time]; (6) attendance  
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1 Sat 17 Aug Tottenham Hotspur Lge 0‐4 X X X G X X X X X X X
2 Tue 20 Aug Birmingham City Lge 3‐0 X2 X X G X X X X X X X1
3 Sat 24 Aug West Bromwich Albion Lge 5‐1 X X X G X X X X X1 X1 X3
4 Mon 26 Aug Sheffield Wednesday Lge 1‐2 X X1 S G X X X X R X X X
5 Sat 31 Aug Coventry City Lge 3‐0 X R X G X X X X1 S1 X X X1
6 Wed 4 Sep Leicester City Lge 2‐2 X X G X X X X2 X X X X
7 Sat 7 Sep Liverpool Lge 1‐3 X S X G X X X X R X X X1

13,599
21,962
13,832
9,672

31,395

29,884
14,029

Goals ‐ Other Competitions 
pp p

TRIVIA  ..... In Matches 41 to 43 Watford kept three clean 
sheets in four days against top‐flight opposition. The 

sequence included home‐and‐away victories over Arsenal on 
successive days, Malcolm Allen scoring on both occasions.

7 Sat 7 Sep Liverpool Lge 1‐3 X S X G X X X X R X X X1
8 Sat 14 Sep Queens Park Rangers Lge 2‐0 X X1 X1 G X X X X X X X
9 Sat 21 Sep Nottingham Forest Lge 2‐3 X X X1 G X X X S X1 X R X
10 Tue 24 Sep Crewe Alexandra LC 3‐1 X X1 X G X X1 R S X1 X X X
11 Sat 28 Sep Chelsea Lge 3‐1 X1 X1 X X X X X G X X1 X
12 Sat 5 Oct Southampton Lge 1‐3 X X X G X X S X X X1 X R
13 Tue 8 Oct Crewe Alexandra LC 3‐2 X1 X X1 G X X S R X X X1 X
14 Sat 12 Oct Manchester City Lge 3‐2 X1 X1 X1 G X X X X X X X
15 Sat 19 Oct Everton Lge 1‐4 X S X G X X1 X X X R X X
16 Sat 26 Oct Oxford United Lge 2‐2 X X X1 G X X X1 X X X X
17 Tue 29 Oct Queens Park Rangers LC 0‐1 X X X G X X R X X X X S
18 Sat 2 Nov Newcastle United Lge 1‐1 X X X G X X X X X X X1
19 Sat 9 Nov Aston Villa Lge 1‐1 X R X G X X X X S X1 X X
20 Sat 16 Nov West Ham United Lge 1‐2 X X X G X R X X S X1 X X
21 Sat 23 Nov Luton Town Lge 1‐2 X X X G X R X X S X X1 X

31,395

14,172
11,538
15,559
26,425
16,448
16,826
20,649
14,085
21,490
16,197
42 181

16,167
12,921
4,252

16,081

22 Sat 30 Nov Manchester United Lge 1‐1 X X G X X X X S R X X X1
23 Sat 7 Dec Birmingham City Lge 2‐1 X1 G X X X X X X1 X X X
24 Sat 14 Dec Tottenham Hotspur Lge 1‐0 X1 G X X X S X X R X X X
25 Sun 22 Dec West Bromwich Albion Lge 1‐3 X G X X S X X R X1 X X X
26 Sat 28 Dec Leicester City Lge 2‐1 S X R G X X X X X X X X2
27 Wed 1 Jan Ipswich Town Lge 0‐0 R X S G X X X X X X X X
28 Sat 4 Jan Coventry City FA 3‐1 X X G X X1 X X X X X X2
29 Sun 12 Jan Liverpool Lge 2‐3 X X G X X X1 S1 X X X R X
30 Sat 18 Jan Coventry City Lge 2‐0 X2 R G X X S X X X X X X
31 Sat 25 Jan Manchester City FA 1‐1 X X G X X1 X X X X X X
32 Sat 1 Feb Sheffield Wednesday Lge 2‐1 X1 X G X X X X X X X X1
33 Mon 3 Feb Manchester City FA 0‐0† S X X G X X X X R X X X
34 Thu 6 Feb Manchester City FA 3‐1 X1 G X X S X X X1 X1 R X X
35 Wed 5 Mar Bury FA 1‐1 X1 G X X X X X X X X X
36 Sat 8 Mar Bury FA 3‐0 S R X1 G X X X X X1 X X X1

Making his 100th Football League appearance
on the final day of the season at Stamford
Bridge, substitute David Bardsley scored

the first two goals of his career
10,498
16,957
7,499

31,632
13,144
19,347
27,260
13,316
7,501

42,181
7,043

16,195
11,092
14,709
15,922

36 Sat 8 Mar Bury FA 3 0 S R X1 G X X X X X1 X X X1
37 Tue 11 Mar Liverpool FA 0‐0 X G X X X X X X X X X
38 Sat 15 Mar Manchester City Lge 1‐0 X G X X X X X X X X1 X
39 Mon 17 Mar Liverpool FA 1‐2† S X1 G X X X X X X R X X
40 Sat 22 Mar Queens Park Rangers Lge 1‐2 S X X X G X X X X X X1 R
41 Sat 29 Mar Ipswich Town Lge 0‐0 S R X G X X X X X X X X
42 Mon 31 Mar Arsenal Lge 2‐0 X1 X X1 G X X X S X R X X
43 Tue 1 Apr Arsenal Lge 3‐0 X1 X X G X X1 X X X1 X X
44 Sat 5 Apr Newcastle United Lge 4‐1 X X X X1 X X X1 G X1 X1 X
45 Wed 9 Apr Oxford United Lge 1‐1 X X X G X X1 R S X X X X
46 Sat 12 Apr Aston Villa Lge 1‐4 R X X G X X X S X1 X X X
47 Tue 15 Apr Everton Lge 0‐2 S X X G R X X X X X X X
48 Sat 19 Apr West Ham United Lge 0‐2 X X G R X X X S X X X X
49 Mon 21 Apr Nottingham Forest Lge 1‐1 R X1 X G X X X X S X X X
50 Sat 26 Apr Luton Town Lge 2‐3 R S X G X X1 X X1 X X X X
51 Tue 29 Apr Southampton Lge 1 1 X S G X X X X R X X X X1

7,501

12,781
18,960
16,696
11,510
11,810
11 868

36,775
18,899
28,097
14,079
14,988
19,599
18,410

10,680
14,704

51 Tue 29 Apr Southampton Lge 1‐1 X S G X X X X R X X X X1
52 Sat 3 May Manchester United Lge 1‐1 X X1 G X X X X X X X X
53 Mon 5 May Chelsea Lge 5‐1 S2 X X G X X X R X X2 X X1
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TRIVIA  ..... Watford played five successive matches this 
season (33 to 37, inclusive) which were all in the FA Cup. 

Only two goals were conceded in this sequence.

11,868
18,414
12,017

OTHER MATCHES in 1985‐86

Tue 6 Aug 1985           Aldershot  0   Watford  3           Attendance: 870
A P Coton (gk); N J Gibbs & J W Rostron; B E Talbot S G Terry & J McClelland; N I Callaghan L L Blissett [3 goals including 1 penalty] C West K F Jackett & J C B BarnesA.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; B.E.Talbot, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett  [3 goals, including 1 penalty], C.West, K.F.Jackett & J.C.B.Barnes

Thu 8 Aug 1985           Swindon Town  0   Watford  3           Attendance: 2,224
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron  [1 goal] ; B.E.Talbot, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett, C.West  [1 goal] , L.Taylor & J.C.B.Barnes

Sat 10 Aug 1985           Hull City  2   Watford  0           Attendance: 3,900
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; B.E.Talbot, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett, C.West, K.F.Jackett & J.C.B.Barnes (sub: L.Taylor)

Tue 17 Sep 1985           Luton Town  1   Watford  1           Attendance: 2,120
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron (sub: L.Sinnott); B.E.Talbot, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; N.I.Callaghan, L.L.Blissett, J.C.B.Barnes  [1 goal] , K.F.Jackett & G.M.Porter

Mon 12 Aug 1985           Watford  4   Reading  0           (Played in private)
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron (sub: L.Sinnott); B.E.Talbot, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , C.West  [1 goal] , K.F.Jackett & J.C.B.Barnes  [1 goal]

Two 30‐minutes halves were played in this match, which formed part of Luton Town's centenary commemorations.

Mon 30 Sep 1985           Irthlingborough Diamonds  1   Watford  7           (Match to mark the opening of Irthlingborough Diamonds' clubhouse extension)          Attendance: 893
S.Sherwood (gk); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron; B.E.Talbot, S.G.Terry & K.F.Jackett; N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett (sub: I.P. Richardson  [1 goal] ), C.West  [2 goals]  (sub: M.Allen),

Tue 22 Oct 1985           Harlow Town  1   Watford  9           Attendance: 900

G.M.Porter  [1 goal]  & J.C.B.Barnes (sub: J.H.P.Lohman  [1 goal] ). There was also  1 own goal .

A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; B.E.Talbot, L.Sinnott & K.F.Jackett  [1 penalty goal] ; N.I.Callaghan  [2 goals] , L.L.Blissett  [2 goals] , C.West  [3 goals] , L.Taylor & J.C.B.Barnes  [1 goal]

Tue 12 Nov 1985          Watford  4   Hertfordshire FA  0           (Part of Hertfordshire FA's centenary commemorations)          Attendance: 383
S.Sherwood (gk) (sub: A.P.Coton); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron; B.E.Talbot, P.L.Franklin & L.Sinnott; W.R.Sterling (sub: N.Smillie), M.Allen  [4 goals, including a penalty],

Mon 2 Dec 1985           St Albans City  1   Watford  3           (Testimonial match for St Albans City's P.Mayles)          Attendance: 600
A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: S.Sherwood); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron (sub: S.J.Harrison); G.M.Porter  [2 goals] , S.G.Terry & D.J.Bardsley; W.R.Sterling (sub: B.Andrews), M.Allen, N.I.Callaghan,

L.L.Blissett (sub: I.W.Roberts), J.H.P.Lohman & G.M.Porter

K.F.Jackett  [1 goal]  & N.Smillie

Sat 15 Feb 1986           Exeter City  0   Watford  4           Attendance: 804
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & L.Sinnott; J.H.P.Lohman, S.G.Terry (sub: J.W.Rostron) & J.McClelland; W.R.Sterling (sub: N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] ), M.Allen  [3 goals] , J.C.B.Barnes,
K.F.Jackett (sub: B.E.Talbot) & N.Smillie (sub: C.West)
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Home‐and‐away league doubles by Watford
3 ‐ v Leicester City, Luton Town & Oxford United

Home‐and‐away league doubles against Watford
3 ‐ by Coventry City, Queens Park Rangers & Wimbledon

Leicester City, Manchester City & Aston Villa

7

KEY TO MATCH‐BY‐MATCH DETAILS

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result with Watford score first; (6) attendance
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Sent off:  Coton (Match 12)

Goals from penalty kicks:  Jackett 6 (Matches 14, 15, 18, 19, 35 & 53)  and Sims 1 (Match 43)

Player columns: G = goalkeeper; X = outfield player; R = outfield player replaced by a substitute; S = used substitute; numerals denote goals scored

Red type: away matches          Shaded rows: competitions other than Football League

Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

                             FM = Full Members Cup (3rd Round)

Competitions: Lge = Football League; LC = Football League Cup (2nd Round  [two legs] & 3rd Round); FA = FA Cup (3rd Round to Semi‐Final, inclusive);

Appearances ‐ Football League 
Substitute Appearances ‐ Football League 

Goals ‐ Football League 

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result, with Watford score first; (6) attendance  

Players' names: red type = Watford début this season ;   = final Watford appearance this season
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1 Sat 23 Aug Oxford United Lge 3‐0 X1 R1 X1 S G X X X X X X X
2 Tue 26 Aug Queens Park Rangers Lge 2‐3 X X1 X S G R X X X X X1 X
3 Sat 30 Aug Nottingham Forest Lge 1‐1 X X X1 G X X X X X X X
4 Sat 6 Sep Wimbledon Lge 0‐1 X X X G X X X X X X X
5 Sat 13 Sep Norwich City Lge 3‐1 X X1 X G R X X X1 X X1 S X
6 Tue 16 Sep Manchester United Lge 1‐0 X X X G X X X S1 X R X X

14,723

Substitute Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 
Appearances   Other Competitions 

Goals ‐ Other Competitions 

TRIVIA  ..... In their semi‐final against Tottenham Hotspur 
(Match 45) Watford became the first club for 34 years to 

concede four FA Cup goals twice in the same season, having 
earlier drawn a 5th Round replay 4‐4 with Walsall.

16,960
14,021

14,412
15,487
21 5296 Tue 16 Sep Manchester United Lge 1‐0 X X X G X X X S1 X R X X

7 Sat 20 Sep Sheffield Wednesday Lge 0‐1 X X S G X X X X X R X X
8 Tue 23 Sep Rochdale LC 1‐1 S X X X G X X X X X1 R X
9 Sat 27 Sep Coventry City Lge 0‐1 X X R X G X X X X X S X
10 Sat 4 Oct West Ham United Lge 2‐2 X X X1 X1 G X X S X R X X
11 Tue 7 Oct Rochdale LC 2‐1 X X1 X X G X1 X X X X X
12 Sat 11 Oct φ  Arsenal Lge 1‐3 X R X X G X1 X X X X S X
13 Sat 18 Oct Aston Villa Lge 4‐2 X X X X G X3 X1 X X X X
14 Sat 25 Oct Everton Lge 2‐3 X X R X X X1 X X G X S X 1
15 Wed 29 Oct West Ham United LC 2‐3 X X1 X X1 X X X G X X X
16 Sat 1 Nov Chelsea Lge 0‐0 X X G X X X X X X X X
17 Sat 8 Nov Charlton Athletic Lge 4‐1 X1 X X1 X G X2 X X X X X
18 Sat 15 Nov Newcastle United Lge 2‐2 X X X1 X G X X1 X X X X
19 Sat 22 Nov Leicester City Lge 5‐1 X X1 X X1 G X1 X1 X S X X1 R
20 Wed 26 Nov Manchester City FM 0‐1 X X X X G X X X S X X R

13,501
6,393

23,645 had seen it all in nearly eleven years
at Vicarage Road ‐ all four divisions,

UEFA Cup, FA Cup Final .....

Departing goalkeeper Steve Sherwood

16,420
28,577
17,523
13,334
14,358

21,529
13,941
9,670

11,058
16,560
5,449

24,076

21 Sat 29 Nov Southampton Lge 1‐3 X X R X G X X X S X X X1
22 Sat 6 Dec Liverpool Lge 2‐0 X X1 X G X X X1 X X X X
23 Sat 13 Dec Tottenham Hotspur Lge 1‐2 X X R G X1 X X X X X S X
24 Fri 19 Dec Norwich City Lge 1‐1 X X1 X G R X X X X X S X
25 Fri 26 Dec Luton Town Lge 2‐0 X X G X X X X1 X1 X X X
26 Sat 27 Dec Newcastle United Lge 1‐0 X X1 X G X X X X X X X
27 Thu 1 Jan Manchester City Lge 1‐1 X X1 X G X X X X X X X
28 Sat 3 Jan Wimbledon Lge 1‐2 X X X G X X X X1 X X X
29 Sat 10 Jan Maidstone United FA 3‐1 S1 X X X G X2 X X R X X X
30 Sat 24 Jan Oxford United Lge 3‐1 X X1 X X1 G X1 X X X X X
31 Sun 1 Feb Chelsea FA 1‐0 S X X R1 X G X X X X X X
32 Sat 7 Feb Nottingham Forest Lge 1‐1 X X1 X G X X X X X X X
33 Sat 14 Feb Manchester United Lge 1‐3 X X R G X X1 X S X X X X
34 Sat 21 Feb Walsall FA 1‐1 X1 X G X X X X X X X X
35 Tue 24 Feb Walsall (after extra time) FA 4‐4 R X2 X1 G X X X1 X S X X X

15,227
35,763
15,621
20,350

8,063
15,952
9,710

18,832

23,171
23,137
12,900
11,140
17,852
15,514

14,537

35 Tue 24 Feb Walsall       (after extra time) FA 4‐4 R X2 X1 G X X X1 X S X X X
36 Sat 28 Feb Sheffield Wednesday Lge 1‐0 X X X1 G X X X X X X X
37 Mon 2 Mar Walsall FA 1‐0 X X X G X R X S X X X X 1
38 Sun 8 Mar Everton Lge 2‐1 X X X1 G X1 S X X X X X R
39 Sat 14 Mar Arsenal FA 3‐1 X X1 X2 G X X X X X X X
40 Sat 21 Mar Arsenal Lge 2‐0 X X X1 G X X X X1 X X X
41 Wed 25 Mar Aston Villa Lge 1‐1 S X R X G X1 X X X X X X
42 Sat 28 Mar West Ham United Lge 0‐1 X X G X X X X X X X X
43 Sat 4 Apr Charlton Athletic Lge 3‐4 S R X X1 X1 X X X X X G X1
44 Mon 6 Apr Queens Park Rangers Lge 0‐3 X X X X X X R X G X S X
45 Sat 11 Apr Δ  Tottenham Hotspur FA 1‐4 S1 X X X X X G X X X R R S
46 Tue 14 Apr Chelsea Lge 3‐1 X1 X X1 X X X X1 X X G X
47 Sat 18 Apr Manchester City Lge 2‐1 X X1 X X X X X X X G R S1
48 Tue 21 Apr Luton Town Lge 2‐0 X X1 X X X X X X X G X1
49 Sat 25 Apr Leicester City Lge 2‐1 X1 X X X X X X X X G X1
50 Th 30 A C t Cit L 2 3 X X X X2 X X X X X G X

13,839
46,151

18,541
14,650
9,448

15,897
14,035
43,276
18,127
12,575
16,485
4,958

11 590

20,350
20,530

14,108

50 Thu 30 Apr Coventry City Lge 2‐3 X X X X2 X X X X X G X
51 Sat 2 May Southampton Lge 1‐1 X X X X X X X X G X X1
52 Mon 4 May Liverpool Lge 0‐1 S X X X X X X X X X G R
53 Sat 9 May Tottenham Hotspur Lge 1‐0 R X X X X X1 X X S X X G
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OTHER MATCHES in 1986‐87

Sun 27 Jul 1986 Jarbo (Sweden) 1 Watford 3 Attendance: 1 420

40,150

φ Match 12: Coton was sent off with the score at 1‐1 and 
was replaced in goal by Callaghan.                          
Δ Match 45: Played at Aston Villa.

20,034

13,067
11,590

G.M.Porter (sub: B.E.Talbot)

Norrstrands used 21 players through countless substitutions, one player making six appearances.
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; D.J.Bardsley, L.Sinnott & J.McClelland (sub: P.L.Franklin); W.R.Sterling, L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , I.W.Roberts, K.F.Jackett (sub: B.E.Talbot) & G.M.Porter

Thu 31 Jul 1986           Nora (Sweden)   0   Watford  1
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; D.J.Bardsley, L.Sinnott & P.L.Franklin  [1 goal] ; N.Smillie, M.Allen, I.W.Roberts, B.E.Talbot & G.M.Porter

Sun 3 Aug 1986           Krylbo (Sweden)   0   Watford  8           Attendance: 2,046
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; D.J.Bardsley, L.Sinnott & J.McClelland; W.R.Sterling  [1 goal] , M.Allen  [3 goals] , L.L.Blissett, B.E.Talbot  [1 goal]  & G.M.Porter  [3 goals]

Mon 4 Aug 1986           Vasteras (Sweden)   1   Watford  1           Attendance: 2,363

Sun 27 Jul 1986           Jarbo (Sweden)   1   Watford  3           Attendance: 1,420
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron  [1 goal] ; D.J.Bardsley, L.Sinnott (sub: P.L.Franklin) & J.McClelland; W.R.Sterling (sub: N.Smillie), L.L.Blissett, J.C.B.Barnes  [2 goals] , K.F.Jackett &

Mon 28 Jul 1986           Norrstrands (Sweden)   0   Watford  1           Attendance: 1,660

A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; C.J.Pullan, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; D.J.Bardsley, M.Allen, L.Sinnott  [2 goals] , B.E.Talbot & W.R.Sterling. There was also  1 own goal .

Wed 13 Aug 1986           Millwall  2   Watford  1           Attendance: 1,605
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; B.E.Talbot, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; D.J.Bardsley (sub: W.R.Sterling), I.W.Roberts, L.Sinnott (sub: M.Allen), K.F.Jackett & G.M.Porter  [1 goal]

S.Sherwood (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron  [1 goal] ; L.L.Blissett, L.Sinnott & P.L.Franklin (sub: J.McClelland); N.Smillie, M.Allen, I.W.Roberts (sub: D.J.Bardsley), B.E.Talbot &

Tue 5 Aug 1986           Heart of Midlothian  2   Watford  1           Attendance: 8,500
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; D.J.Bardsley, L.Sinnott & J.McClelland; W.R.Sterling, M.Allen, L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , B.E.Talbot & N.Smillie (sub: G.M.Porter)

Sat 9 Aug 1986           Portsmouth  3   Watford  0           Attendance: 2,269
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; D.J.Bardsley, L.Sinnott & J.McClelland; W.R.Sterling, M.Allen, L.L.Blissett (sub: I.W.Roberts), B.E.Talbot & G.M.Porter

Mon 11 Aug 1986           Corby Town  0   Watford  3           Attendance: 2,240 (ground record)

G.M.Porter (sub: W.R.Sterling)

J.T.Walley (sub: K.F.Jackett) & N.Smillie  [1 goal]

M.P.Falco  [3 goals] , K.F.Jackett  [1 goal]  (sub: G.M.Porter) & J.C.B.Barnes  [4 goals]

J.C.B.Barnes (sub: L.L.Blissett), M.P.Falco  [1 goal]  (sub: M.Allen), K.F.Jackett  [4 goals, including 2 penalties] & G.M.Porter  [2 goals]

A.P.Coton (gk); D.J.Bardsley  [1 goal]  & J.W.Rostron; K.Richardson, S.G.Terry (sub: G.M.Porter) & J.McClelland; N.I.Callaghan (sub: L.L.Blissett), M.Allen, J.C.B.Barnes  [1 goal] ,

Mon 20 Oct 1986           Hungerford Town  0   Watford  10           (Match to mark Hungerford Town's centenary)          Attendance: 276
S.Sherwood (gk) (sub: A.P.Coton); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron; T.A.Sherwood  [1 goal] , S.G.Terry (sub: S.F.Sims) & J.McClelland (sub: L.Sinnott); N.I.Callaghan (sub: N.Smillie), L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] ,

Mon 1 Dec 1986          March Town  0   Watford  9           (Match to mark March Town's centenary)          Attendance: 600
A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: S.Sherwood); D.J.Bardsley  [1 goal]  & J.W.Rostron (sub: L.Sinnott); K.Richardson (sub: C.J.Pullan), S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; N.I.Callaghan  [1 goal] ,

Sat 16 Aug 1986           Stoke City  0   Watford  0           Attendance: 2,199
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; B.E.Talbot, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; D.J.Bardsley, N.Smillie, I.W.Roberts (sub: L.Sinnott), G.M.Porter (sub: L.Taylor) & W.R.Sterling

Mon 29 Sep 1986          Watford  3   Chelsea  2           (Testimonial match for J.T.Walley)          Attendance: 2,675

K.F.Jackett & G.M.Porter  [1 goal]  (sub: L.Sinnott)

S.T.Thorne (sub: C.J.Pullan) & N.Smillie (sub: I.W.Roberts  [2 goals] )

G.M.Porter & J.C.B.Barnes
S.Sherwood (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; K.Richardson (sub: L.Sinnott), S.F.Sims (sub: S.G.Terry) & J.McClelland; D.J.Bardsley (sub: W.R.Sterling), L.L.Blissett, M.P.Falco  [1 goal]  (sub: M.Allen),

A.P.Coton (gk); D.J.Bardsley (sub: N.J.Gibbs) & J.W.Rostron; K.Richardson  [1 goal] , S.G.Terry & J.McClelland; N.I.Callaghan, J.C.B.Barnes  [1 goal]  (sub: L.L.Blissett), M.P.Falco  [3 goals] ,

Sat 17 Jan 1987           Reykjavik Select XI (Iceland)   1   Watford  1           Attendance: 850
A.P.Coton (gk); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron; L.L.Blissett, S.F.Sims & J.McClelland; N.I.Callaghan (sub: W.R.Sterling), M.Allen (sub: T.A.Sherwood), M.P.Falco  [1 goal] , K.F.Jackett & G.M.Porter

Tue 17 Feb 1987           Dorking  0   Watford  3           Attendance: 1,264 (ground record)
A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: S.Sherwood); D.J.Bardsley  [1 goal]  & J.W.Rostron (P.L.Franklin); K.Richardson (sub: N.J.Gibbs), S.G.Terry & L.Sinnott; W.R.Sterling, L.L.Blissett, M.P.Falco,

Wed 18 Mar 1987           São Paulo (Brazil)   1   Watford  1           (In Trinidad)          Attendance: 22,000 (equalled the ground record)

Tue 6 Jan 1987           Exmouth Town  0   Watford  6           Attendance: 1,406 (ground record)

M.P.Falco (sub: I.W.Roberts), G.M.Porter  [1 goal]  & J.C.B.Barnes

Eight teams competed for the Great Wall of China Cup. The top two from each of two groups of four progressed to the semi‐finals.

Mon 25 May 1987           Hubei (China)   0   Watford  2           (Great Wall of China Cup group stage, played in Nanjing)
S.Sherwood (gk); N.J.Gibbs & L.Sinnott, C.J.Pullan (sub: M.Allen), J.McClelland & K.F.Jackett; D.J.Bardsley, L.L.Blissett  [2 goals] , M.P.Falco, G.M.Porter & W.R.Sterling

Wed 27 May 1987           China National XI  0   Watford  2           (Great Wall of China Cup group stage, played in Nanjing)          Attendance: 30,000+
S Sherwood (gk); N J Gibbs & L Sinnott; R W Hill J McClelland & K F Jackett; D J Bardsley L L Blissett [1 goal] I W Roberts (sub: M Allen) G M Porter & W R Sterling [1 goal]

Watford lost 5‐6 in a penalty‐kick shoot‐out, their successful kicks being taken by J.C.B.Barnes, L.L.Blissett, G.M.Porter, M.Allen & S.G.Terry.

Tue 12 May 1987          Watford  4   Heart of Midlothian  3           (Testimonial match for S.Sherwood)          Attendance: 4,402
S.Sherwood (gk) (sub: D.B.James); N.J.Gibbs (sub: C.G.Powell) & J.W.Rostron; K.Richardson, J.McClelland & K.F.Jackett; C.J.Pullan (sub: D.J.Bardsley), L.L.Blissett  [3 goals]  (sub: M.Allen),

Sat 23 May 1987           North Korea XI  0   Watford  1           (Great Wall of China Cup group stage, played in Nanjing, China)
S.Sherwood (gk); N.J.Gibbs & L.Sinnott; R.W.Hill (sub: M.Allen), J.McClelland & K.F.Jackett; D.J.Bardsley, L.L.Blissett, M.P.Falco, G.M.Porter & W.R.Sterling  [1 goal]

It was said that the match and the final were both seen by 100 million television viewers.

Sun 31 May 1987           China National XI  0   Watford  2           (After extra time)          (Great Wall of China Cup final, played in Shanghai)
S.Sherwood (gk); N.J.Gibbs & L.Sinnott; R.W.Hill, J.McClelland & K.F.Jackett; D.J.Bardsley, L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , M.P.Falco, G.M.Porter & W.R.Sterling (sub: M.Allen  [1 goal] )

S.Sherwood (gk); N.J.Gibbs & L.Sinnott; R.W.Hill, J.McClelland & K.F.Jackett; D.J.Bardsley, L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , I.W.Roberts (sub: M.Allen), G.M.Porter & W.R.Sterling  [1 goal]

Fri 29 May 1987           Liaon Ning (China)   0   Watford  1           (Great Wall of China Cup sem‐final, played in Shanghai)
S.Sherwood (gk); N.J.Gibbs & L.Sinnott; R.W.Hill, J.McClelland & K.F.Jackett; D.J.Bardsley, L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , M.P.Falco (sub: M.Allen), G.M.Porter & W.R.Sterling
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20th of 21 in Football League Division 1
(top tier of English football)

1987/88 40
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Manager
D.T.Bassett (Matches 1‐29)
S.J.Harrison (Matches 31‐53)
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13

Sheffield Wednesday
Southampton
Tottenham Hotspur

40
40

Norwich City 40

40
40

8
5

6
2
8

7 11
Portsmouth
WATFORD

7740
40
40

Chelsea

11

2 ‐ v Arsenal & Wimbledon
Home‐and‐away league doubles against Watford

Manchester United, Southampton & West Ham United

40
40

4
5

Portsmouth, Watford & Oxford United 4
Relegated to Division 2 via play‐offs

Chelsea

40

Derby County

Home‐and‐away league doubles by Watford

Relegated to Division 2 automatically
17
18
19

14
15
16

7 ‐ by Coventry City, Everton, Liverpool, Luton Town,

7

C i i b ll C b ll C (2 d d [ l ] h d i l i ) C (3 d 6 h d i l i )

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result, with Watford score first; (6) attendance     

12 16 4 17 14 37 30 2 2 22 10 32 4 40 39 39 2 3 9 18 33 22 9 17 6 1
3 6 8 3 2 2 2 1 1 2 7 4 2 4 4 3
1 3 4 3 2 2 1 3 1 2 1 2 2
4 8 5 5 11 9 3 9 1 9 12 12 11 1 2 4 12 1 7 7 7 3
1 2 4 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1

Appearances ‐ Football League 
Substitute Appearances ‐ Football League 

Goals ‐ Football League 
Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

                             FM = Full Members Cup (3rd Round)

Goals from penalty kicks:  Allen 1 (Match 31) & Jackett 1 (Match 30)

Sent off:  None

Red type: away matches          Shaded rows: competitions other than Football League

Players' names: red type = Watford début this season ;   = final Watford appearance this season

Player columns: G = goalkeeper; X = outfield player; R = outfield player replaced by a substitute; S = used substitute; numerals denote goals scored

Competitions: Lge = Football League; LC = Football League Cup (2nd Round [two legs]  to 4th Round, inclusive); FA = FA Cup (3rd to 6th Round, inclusive)

Substitute Appearances ‐ Other Competitions  1 2 4 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1
2 6 1 2 2 2 1 1 3 1 4 1 1
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1 Sat 15 Aug Wimbledon Lge 1‐0 X X R1 G X X X X X S X X
2 Wed 19 Aug Nottingham Forest Lge 0‐1 X S R X G X S R X X X X X
3 Sat 22 Aug Manchester United Lge 0‐2 X X G X S X X X X S R X R
4 Sat 29 Aug Tottenham Hotspur Lge 1‐1 X X X G X R X X X X1 S S R
5 Sat 5 Sep Norwich City Lge 0‐1 X X X G X R R X X X S S X

TRIVIA  ..... Luther Blissett was the club's top scorer in League 
matches with four goals. He and Robbie Taylor of Newport 
County, also this season, became the first players for 75 

years to finish a season as clear leaders in any club's Football 
League scoring list with fewer than five goals.

Goals ‐ Other Competitions 

15,344
14,527
38,582
19,073
11,724

Substitute Appearances   Other Competitions 

5 Sat 5 Sep Norwich City Lge 0 1 X X X G X R R X X X S S X
6 Sat 12 Sep Sheffield Wednesday Lge 3‐2 S R G X X X X1 X X R1 S X1 X
7 Sat 19 Sep Portsmouth Lge 0‐0 S X G X X R X X X X X X
8 Tue 22 Sep Darlington LC 3‐0 S R G X1 S X X X1 X X R1 X X
9 Sat 26 Sep Chelsea Lge 0‐3 S X G X S X R X X R X X X
10 Sat 3 Oct Coventry City Lge 0‐1 X G X X X X X S X R X X
11 Tue 6 Oct Darlington LC 8‐0 S1 X1 G X1 X2 X1 X X X R1 X X1
12 Sat 17 Oct Southampton Lge 0‐1 S X G X R X S X X R X X X
13 Sat 24 Oct Everton Lge 0‐2 X G X X X X X S R X X X
14 Wed 28 Oct Swindon Town LC 1‐1 R1 X G X X X X X S S X X R
15 Sat 31 Oct West Ham United Lge 1‐2 R X1 G X X X X X X X X S
16 Tue 3 Nov Swindon Town LC 4‐2 X1 S G X X1 X X X1 X1 X R X
17 Sat 7 Nov Queens Park Rangers Lge 0‐0 X X G X X X X X X X X
18 Sat 14 Nov Charlton Athletic Lge 2‐1 X1 G X X X X X X X1 X X
19 Tue 17 Nov Manchester City LC 1‐3 X1 G X X X X X X X R S R S
20 Sat 21 Nov Oxford United Lge 1‐1 R X1 X G X X X X X R S X S

Having left the club
completely former

,
16,144
13,277
5,005

7 811

16,270
16,111
8,186

11,933
28,501
13,833
14,225
13,378
12,101
12,117
20,357

20 Sat 21 Nov Oxford United Lge 1‐1 R X1 X G X X X X X R S X S
21 Tue 24 Nov Liverpool Lge 0‐4 X X X G X X X X X S R R S
22 Sat 28 Nov Arsenal Lge 2‐0 R X1 X G X X1 X X X X X S
23 Sat 5 Dec Derby County Lge 1‐1 S X X X G R1 X X X X X X
24 Sat 12 Dec Luton Town Lge 0‐1 X X R G X S X X X X X R S
25 Sat 26 Dec Sheffield Wednesday Lge 1‐3 X R X G X S X X X X R X S 1
26 Mon 28 Dec Portsmouth Lge 1‐1 X1 S X X X X X R G X X X
27 Fri 1 Jan Tottenham Hotspur Lge 1‐2 X S X S R X X X1 X G X X R
28 Sat 2 Jan Manchester United Lge 0‐1 X S X X X X X X R G X R S
29 Sat 9 Jan Hull City FA 1‐1 X S1 X X X X X X X G R X
30 Tue 12 Jan Hull City            (after extra time) FA 2‐2 R S1 X X G X X1 X X X X X
31 Sat 16 Jan Wimbledon Lge 2‐1 X1 X X G X X X X X X X1
32 Mon 18 Jan Hull City FA 1‐0 X1 X X G X X X X X X X
33 Sat 23 Jan Nottingham Forest Lge 0‐0 X X X G X X X X X X X
34 Mon 25 Jan Ipswich Town (after extra time) FM 2‐5 X X R S X S R G X X X1 X X 1

completely, former
player Steve Harrison
was brought back as
manager. The only
precedent was Neil
McBain's second

appointment in 1956.

7,811
32,396
19,584
14,516
12,152
12,026
15,003
25,235
18,038
12,761
13,681
6,848

15,261
13,158
7,466

35 Sat 30 Jan Coventry City FA 1‐0 X R R G S X X X X X X S1 X
36 Sat 6 Feb Norwich City Lge 0‐0 X S G X R X X X X X X X
37 Sat 13 Feb Liverpool Lge 1‐4 X S1 G X X X X X S R R X X
38 Sat 20 Feb Port Vale FA 0‐0 X S G X X X X R X X X X
39 Tue 23 Feb Port Vale FA 2‐0 R S G X X X X X1 X X1 X X
40 Sat 27 Feb Coventry City Lge 0‐1 R S G X X X X X X X X X
41 Sat 5 Mar Southampton Lge 0‐1 S S G X X X X X X R X R X
42 Sat 12 Mar Wimbledon FA 1‐2 X1 X G X X X X X X S X R
43 Sat 19 Mar West Ham United Lge 0‐1 R X G X X X X S X X X X
44 Sat 26 Mar Everton Lge 1‐2 R X G X X X X X X1 S X X
45 Tue 29 Mar Chelsea Lge 1‐1 S G X S R X X X X R1 X X X
46 Fri 1 Apr Queens Park Rangers Lge 0‐1 S G X R X X X X X X X X
47 Mon 4 Apr Charlton Athletic Lge 0‐1 S X G X R X X X X X X S R
48 Sat 9 Apr Oxford United Lge 3‐0 G X X2 X1 X X X X X X X
49 Tue 12 Apr Newcastle United Lge 0‐3 G X X X R X X X S X X X

22,479
13,316

16,083
6,196

10,045
16,318

23,838
22,483
18,539

16,015
13,503
11,240

12,052
11,824
12,228

49 Tue 12 Apr Newcastle United Lge 0‐3 G X X X R X X X S X X X
50 Fri 15 Apr Arsenal Lge 1‐0 G X R X1 X X X X X X X S
51 Tue 19 Apr Newcastle United Lge 1‐1 G X R X X1 X X X X X X S
52 Sat 30 Apr Derby County Lge 1‐1 G X R X S X X X X R X1 X S
53 Mon 2 May Luton Town Lge 1‐2 G X S X X X X X X X R S R 1
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TRIVIA  ..... It took the club until their 27th League match 
this season to reach a total of 18 goals and thereby to pass 
their tally of 17 reached in only five League Cup games 

earlier in the season.

16,318
19,541
12,075

10,409

OTHER MATCHES in 1987‐88

14,181

OTHER MATCHES in 1987‐88

Tue 21 Jul 1987           Jaro (Finland)  0   Watford  5           Attendance: 2,178
A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: M.J.Rees); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron (sub: K.F.Jackett); K.Richardson, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland (sub: M.J.Morris); D.J.Bardsley (sub: M.Allen),

Thu 23 Jul 1987           Tegs SK (Sweden)   0   Watford  9
A.P.Coton (gk); D.J.Bardsley (sub: N.J.Gibbs) & K.F.Jackett  [1 penalty goal]  (sub: J.W.Rostron); R.W.Hill, M.J.Morris & J.McClelland (sub: S.G.Terry); P.Hetherston  [1 goal] ,

Sat 25 Jul 1987           Hudiksvalls ABK / Iggesund HIF  (Sweden)   0   Watford  7
M.J.Rees (gk); N.J.Gibbs (sub: D.J.Bardsley) & J.W.Rostron; K.Richardson (sub: K.F.Jackett), S.G.Terry & J.McClelland (sub: M.J.Morris); W.R.Sterling  [1 goal] ,

The opposition consisted of players from the two Swedish clubs.

L.L.Blissett  [3 goals]  (sub: G.M.Porter, reappearing after having himself been substituted), D.S.Mitchell (sub: I.W.Roberts  [1 goal] ), G.M.Porter (sub: R.W.Hill) & P.A.O.Agana  [1 goal]
Jaro were leading the Finnish second division and had not conceded a goal in their previous 850 minutes of play.

L.L.Blissett  [2 goals]  (sub: M.Allen  [2 goals, including a penalty]), D.S.Mitchell  [3 goals] , G.M.Porter & W.R.Sterling (sub: K.Richardson)

L.L.Blissett  [2 goals]  (sub: P.Hetherston), I.W.Roberts (sub: D.S.Mitchell), R.W.Hill  [1 goal]  & G.M.Porter  [1 goal]  (sub: M.Allen  [2 goals] )

Tue 28 Jul 1987           GIF Sundsvall (Sweden)   2   Watford  4           Attendance: 2,561
A.P.Coton (gk); D.J.Bardsley & N.J.Gibbs (sub: J.W.Rostron); K.F.Jackett, M.J.Morris  [1 goal]  & J.McClelland (sub: S.G.Terry); P.Hetherston  [1 goal] , L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] , T.J.Senior,

Thu 30 Jul 1987           Anundsjo  (Sweden)   1   Watford  5           Attendance: 2,453
M.J.Rees (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron; K.Richardson, S.G.Terry (sub: D.J.Bardsley) & M.J.Morris; W.R.Sterling, M.Allen (sub: I.W.Roberts), T.J.Senior  [5 goals] , K.F.Jackett & R.W.Hill

Wed 5 Aug 1987           AFC Bournemouth  3   Watford  4           Attendance: 3,037

pp f p y f

R.W.Hill  [1 goal]  (sub: K.Richardson) & W.R.Sterling

P.A.O.Agana also appeared as a used substitute. Senior became the first player for 63 years to score five goals for the club in any first‐team match in peacetime.

T.J.Senior  [2 goals]  (sub: M.Allen), K.F.Jackett & P.A.O.Agana
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs (sub: D.J.Bardsley for Gibbs) & J.W.Rostron; K.Richardson (sub: R.W.Hill  [1 goal] ), M.J.Morris & J.McClelland; W.R.Sterling, L.L.Blissett  [1 goal] ,

Sun 9 Aug 1987           Crystal Palace  1   Watford  2           (Testimonial match for Crystal Palace's groundsman, L.Chatterton)          Attendance: 2,976
A P Coton (gk); N J Gibbs & K F Jackett; K Richardson S G Terry (sub: M J Morris) & D J Bardsley; W R Sterling M Allen [1 goal] (sub: I W Roberts) T J Senior [1 goal]

M.Allen  [1 goal]  (sub: W.R.Sterling), T.J.Senior  [1 goal] , G.M.Porter & G.P.Hodges (sub: T.A.Sherwood)

Fri 18 Dec 1987          Watford  0   Leicester City  3           (At Woodside Stadium)          Attendance: about 70

D.B.James (gk); D.J.Bardsley & J.W.Rostron (sub: C.G.Powell); G.P.S.Chivers (sub: Dean C.Holdsworth), M.J.Morris (sub: C.J.Pullan) & S.G.Terry; W.R.Sterling,

Mon 30 Nov 1987           Northampton Town  3   Watford  2           (Testimonial match for Northampton Town's Watford‐born assistant‐manager, D.C.A.Walker)          Attendance: 1,879

R.W.Hill (sub: P.Hetherston) & P.A.O.Agana (sub: G.M.Porter)

Tue 11 Aug 1987          Watford  0   Fulham  0           (Played in private at Stanmore)
Line‐up unknown.

L.L.Blissett (sub: P.A.O.Agana  [1 goal] ), T.J.Senior  [1 goal]  (sub: T.A.Sherwood), R.W.Hill  [1 goal]  (sub: David G.Holdsworth) & I.W.Roberts

A.P.Coton (gk); G.P.S.Chivers (sub: N.J.Gibbs) & J.W.Rostron; C.J.Pullan, S.G.Terry & J.McClelland (sub: David G.Holdsworth); L.L.Blissett (sub: Dean C.Holdsworth),

A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & K.F.Jackett; K.Richardson, S.G.Terry (sub: M.J.Morris) & D.J.Bardsley; W.R.Sterling, M.Allen  [1 goal]  (sub: I.W.Roberts), T.J.Senior  [1 goal] ,

Mon 7 Sep 1987           RAF Uxbridge  1   Watford  3           Attendance: 500

A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & K.F.Jackett; T.A.Sherwood (sub: David G.Holdsworth), M.J.Morris & J.McClelland; L.L.Blissett, M.Allen, Dean C.Holdsworth (sub: T.J.Senior), G.M.Porter &
P.A.O.Agana (sub: W.R.Sterling)

Wed 6 Jan 1988           Tunisia  1   Watford  2           Attendance: 15,000
A.P.Coton (gk); G.P.S.Chivers & J.W.Rostron (sub: T.A.Sherwood); K.F.Jackett, M.J.Morris & J.McClelland (sub: N.J.Gibbs); P.Hetherston  [1 goal] , P.A.O.Agana  [1 goal]  (sub: M.Allen),
T.J.Senior (sub: W.R.Sterling), G.M.Porter & G.P.Hodges (sub: C.J.Pullan)
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38
37
38
23

25
20

24
33
29
29
22

HOME AWAY

77
76
74
73
72

99
82

Ag
25
25
32
30

Points

81
78

67
63
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S.J.Harrison

Chelsea

(2nd tier of English football)

Home and away league doubles by Watford
Leeds United
Sunderland

1
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3
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46
46

14
12
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24

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

23

14

AFC Bournemouth
20
21
24

51
47
42
3543

41
43
36

31

55
54
54
54
51

63
62
59
56

43
40
36
44
42

37
42
47
37

5

14
15

11
10
14
12
16

14

25
26
22
20
21
20
21
15
10

12

12
13
135

6

3
4
4

2

2
2
3
3
3

6

10
11
6
8
4
6
5
7
72

23
20
25
22

4
5
5
5

49
40
35
36

42

20
32
34
22
24
21
25
31
33

27

7
7
8

13

40
32
33
29

33
31
25
21

31

3
7
4
4

5
6

11
6

10
6
4

6
4
6
8

8
3
9

11
9

11
11

12

None
Oldham Athletic
Oxford United
Plymouth Argyle

Home‐and‐away league doubles by Watford
5 ‐ v Birmingham City, AFC Bournemouth, Hull City,

Walsall & West Bromwich Albion
Home‐and‐away league doubles against Watford

Sunderland
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46
46
46

11

9
11
46

13
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8

7
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7
4

20
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23

Crystal Palace

Relegated to Division 3
Shrewsbury Town, Birmingham City & Walsall Birmingham City

Portsmouth
Hull City
Shrewsbury Town

46
46
46
46
46

Promoted to Division 1 via play‐offs Brighton & Hove Albion19

Walsall 10 383 10

16 3 48 32 48 1 25 32 2 27 41 45 22 2 42 1 14 9 1 13 7 14 3 17 17 46
2 3 2 10 8 3 2 11 5 3 4 1

Sent off: Jackett (Match 26)

Goals from penalty kicks: Porter 5 (Matches 4, 13, 18, 39 & 53)  and Redfearn 1 (Match 31)

                             FM = Full Members Cup (1st Round to Quarter‐Final, inclusive); FA = FA Cup (3rd to 5th Round, inclusive)

Red type: away matches          Shaded rows: competitions other than Football League

KEY TO MATCH‐BY‐MATCH DETAILS

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result [Watford's score first;  † = after extra time]; (6) attendance  

Players' names: red type = Watford début this season ;   = final Watford appearance this season

Player columns: G = goalkeeper; X = outfield player; R = outfield player replaced by a substitute; S = used substitute; numerals denote goals scored

Competitions: Lge = Football League; PO = Football League play‐off semi‐final  (two legs) ; LC = Football League Cup (2nd Round  [two legs] );

Appearances ‐ Football League 
Substitute Appearances ‐ Football League  2 3 2 10 8 3 2 11 5 3 4 1

3 1 5 1 5 6 2 2 1 10 3 6 2 2 7 18 1
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1 Sat 27 Aug Birmingham City Lge 1‐0 X1 G X X X X X X R X S X
2 Mon 29 Aug West Bromwich Albion Lge 1‐0 X G X1 X X X X X X X X

Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

Goals ‐ Other Competitions 
Substitute Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

TRIVIA  ..... This season Dean and David Holdsworth 
became the first brothers to represent the club in Football 
League matches since Colin and Ernie Bateman more than 

three decades earlier.

Substitute Appearances   Football League 
Goals ‐ Football League 

12,656
10,2422 Mon 29 Aug West Bromwich Albion Lge 1 0 X G X1 X X X X X X X X

3 Sat 3 Sep Crystal Palace Lge 2‐0 X G X X X X X X X1 X X1
4 Sat 10 Sep Plymouth Argyle Lge 3‐0 X1 G X X R X X X X X1 S X1
5 Sat 17 Sep Ipswich Town Lge 2‐3 X G X X X X X X X R2 S X
6 Tue 20 Sep Bradford City Lge 2‐0 X G X X X2 X X X X X X
7 Sat 24 Sep Leicester City Lge 2‐2 R G X X X X X X X1 S X X1
8 Wed 28 Sep Leicester City LC 1‐4 R G X X X X X X R S S X X1
9 Sat 1 Oct Swindon Town Lge 2‐3 X G X X S X1 X X X X1 R X
10 Tue 4 Oct Oldham Athletic Lge 3‐1 X1 G X X X X X X X X X2
11 Sat 8 Oct Leeds United Lge 1‐0 S X G X X1 R X X X X R S X
12 Tue 11 Oct Leicester City LC 2‐2 X1 R G X X R X X S1 X X X S
13 Sat 15 Oct Brighton & Hove Albion Lge 1‐1 S G X R X X X X1 R X S X X
14 Sat 22 Oct Stoke City Lge 0‐2 X G X X X X X X S X R X
15 Tue 25 Oct Barnsley Lge 4‐0 R G X1 X X1 X X X X S1 X X1
16 Sat 29 Oct Walsall Lge 1‐0 X G X X X X X X R S X X1
17 Sat 5 Nov Chelsea Lge 1‐2 R G X X X X X X X S X X1

10,038
15,657
9,087

12,126
7,878

10,356
6,682

17 631

,
10,474
12,040
14,644
12,296
10,957
9,512

11,657

17 Sat 5 Nov Chelsea Lge 1‐2 R G X X X X X X X S X X1
18 Tue 8 Nov Leicester City FM 2‐0† X G X X X1 X R X S X X1 S R
19 Sat 12 Nov Manchester City Lge 1‐3 X G X X X X S R X R X1 S X
20 Sat 19 Nov Shrewsbury Town Lge 1‐1 X1 G X X S R X X X X S R X
21 Tue 22 Nov φ  West Ham United FM 1‐1† X G S X R S X X X X R X X1
22 Sat 26 Nov Hull City Lge 2‐0 X G X X X X X X X X1 X1
23 Sat 3 Dec Sunderland Lge 1‐1 X G X X X X X X X X1 X
24 Sat 10 Dec Oxford United Lge 1‐1 R G S X X X X X R X S X X1
25 Tue 13 Dec Newcastle United FM 2‐1 G S X S R1 X X X R X X X X1
26 Sat 17 Dec Blackburn Rovers Lge 1‐2 G X X S1 X X X X X X X R
27 Mon 26 Dec Portsmouth Lge 1‐0 G X X X X X X X1 X X X
28 Sat 31 Dec AFC Bournemouth Lge 1‐0 G X X X1 X X S R S X X X R
29 Mon 2 Jan Plymouth Argyle Lge 0‐1 G X X R S X X S X X R X X
30 Sat 7 Jan Newcastle United FA 0‐0 G X X X X X X X X X X
31 Tue 10 Jan Newcastle United FA 2‐2† G X X X S X R R X2 S X X X

Neil Redfearn performed the
Newcastle United in the FA Cup,

From a free‐kick, against

21,142
4,621
6,468

10,404
16,330
10,437
6,186
8,808

15,224

probably unique feat of scoring
with his side's first kick of the

match
14,006
12,142
24,086
16,431

17,631
3,626

32 Sat 14 Jan West Bromwich Albion Lge 2‐0 G X X X1 X X X X X X1 X
33 Mon 16 Jan Newcastle United FA 0‐0† G X X X X X X X S X R X
34 Wed 18 Jan Newcastle United FA 1‐0† G X X X S X X R X S X X R 1
35 Sat 21 Jan Birmingham City Lge 3‐2 G X X X X X X X S X R2 X1
36 Sat 28 Jan Derby County FA 2‐1 G X X X1 X X X X1 S X X R
37 Sat 4 Feb Oldham Athletic Lge 1‐3 G X X R X X X X1 S X X X
38 Sat 11 Feb Leeds United Lge 1‐1 G X X R X X X X S X X X1
39 Tue 14 Feb Δ  Queens Park Rangers FM 1‐1† G S X X S X X X R1 X X X R
40 Sun 19 Feb Nottingham Forest FA 0‐3 G X X X X X X R S X X X
41 Sat 25 Feb Brighton & Hove Albion Lge 0‐1 G X X X X X X X X X R S
42 Tue 28 Feb Barnsley Lge 2‐2 G S X X1 X X1 X X X R X X
43 Sat 4 Mar Manchester City Lge 1‐0 G X X X X X X X X X1 S R
44 Sat 11 Mar Chelsea Lge 2‐2 G X X X X X S X X R R1 S X1
45 Sat 18 Mar Bradford City Lge 1‐2 G X X X R X S X X X X X1
46 Fri 24 Mar Crystal Palace Lge 0‐1 G R X X R X S X X X X S X

15,168
28,370
15,115
6,396

20,078
6,364

13,439
8,103

18,044
9,522
6,163

15,747
22,188
10,003
15,09546 Fri 24 Mar Crystal Palace Lge 0‐1 G R X X R X S X X X X S X

47 Mon 27 Mar Portsmouth Lge 2‐2 G X X1 S S1 X R X X X X R X
48 Sat 1 Apr Ipswich Town Lge 3‐2 G X X1 X X X X X1 X X X1
49 Tue 4 Apr Blackburn Rovers Lge 2‐2 G S X X X X X X X R X1 S1 R
50 Sat 8 Apr AFC Bournemouth Lge 1‐0 G X X X S X X X X R X1 X
51 Tue 11 Apr Stoke City Lge 3‐2 G X1 X X1 S S X X X X1 R X R
52 Sat 15 Apr Swindon Town Lge 1‐1 G X X X S X X X1 X R X X
53 Tue 18 Apr Walsall Lge 5‐0 G X X X S X X X X2 R1 X1 X1
54 Sat 22 Apr Leicester City Lge 2‐1 G X X R R S1 S X X X X X X1
55 Sat 29 Apr Hull City Lge 3‐0 G X1 X X X X X X X X1 X 1
56 Mon 1 May Sunderland Lge 0‐1 G X X R S X X R X S X X X
57 Sat 6 May Shrewsbury Town Lge 0‐0 G X X S X X X X X X R X
58 Sat 13 May Oxford United Lge 4‐0 G X2 X X X X X X S1 X R X1
59 Sun 21 May Blackburn Rovers PO 0‐0 G X X S S R X X X X R X X
60 Wed 24 May ‡  Blackburn Rovers PO 1‐1† G X X S S X R X X X1 R X X

13,499
10,052
6,573

14,028
13,852

9,086
9,828
9,777

15,095
9,364

12,054
8,667
9,766

11,262
5,225
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OTHER MATCHES in 1988‐89

Sat 30 Jul 1988           Dawlish  0   Watford  0           Attendance: 640
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.W.Rostron (sub: W.H.Falconer); K.F.Jackett, M.J.Morris & J.McClelland; R.C.Thomas, M.Allen (sub: S.A.Rimmer), L.L.Blissett (sub: J.D.Bamber), G.M.Porter &

φ Match 21: Decided by penalty‐kick shoot‐out won by 
Watford 3‐1 (scorers Porter, Falconer & McClelland) .         

Δ Match 39: Decided by penalty‐kick shoot‐out lost 1‐2 by 
Watford (scorer Redfearn).                                 

‡ Match 60: Two‐leg play‐off semi‐final lost by Watford 
under the 'away‐goals' rule.

R W Holden

Tue 2 Aug 1988           Exeter City  1   Watford  1           Attendance: 1,170
A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: M.J.Rees); N.J.Gibbs & W.H.Falconer; K.F.Jackett (sub: T.A.Sherwood), M.J.Morris & J.McClelland; R.C.Thomas (sub: W.R.Sterling), S.A.Rimmer (sub: I.W.Roberts),

Sat 6 Aug 1988           Bristol Rovers  0   Watford  3           Attendance: 984
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & W.H.Falconer; T.A.Sherwood, M.J.Morris & J.McClelland; W.R.Sterling, S.A.Rimmer  [2 goals] , J.D.Bamber, G.M.Porter & G.P.Hodges  [1 goal]

R.W.Holden

J.D.Bamber  [1 goal] , G.M.Porter & G.P.Hodges

Thu 4 Aug 1988           Torquay United  2   Watford  4           (Played in private at Exeter University)
A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: M.J.Rees); N.J.Gibbs & W.H.Falconer; K.F.Jackett, M.J.Morris & J.McClelland (sub: J.W.Rostron); G.P.Hodges  [1 goal]  (sub: L.L.Blissett), S.A.Rimmer  [1 goal]  (sub: M.Allen),
J.D.Bamber  [1 goal] , G.M.Porter (sub: T.A.Sherwood) & R.W.Holden (sub: I.W.Roberts  [1 goal]  [sub: W.R.Sterling])
The first half was refereed by J.W.Rostron, who played as a second‐half substitute, and the second by J.T.Walley.

Mon 8 Aug 1988           Reading  1   Watford  1           (Played in private at Bisham Abbey)

Sat 13 Aug 1988           Gillingham  1   Watford  2           Attendance: 1,500
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & W.H.Falconer; K.F.Jackett, M.J.Morris & J.McClelland; R.C.Thomas (sub: T.A.Sherwood), S.A.Rimmer  [1 goal] , J.D.Bamber (sub: P.Wilkinson), G.M.Porter  [1 goal]  &

Tue 16 Aug 1988          Watford  3   Luton Town  1           (Testimonial match for L.L.Blissett)          Attendance: 7,213
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & W.H.Falconer; K.F.Jackett, David G.Holdsworth & J.McClelland; G.P.Hodges, L.L.Blissett (sub: S.A.Rimmer), J.D.Bamber  [1 goal]  (sub: P.Wilkinson  [2 goals] ),

Fri 19 Aug 1988           Chester City  0   Watford  0           Attendance: 1,858
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & W.H.Falconer; K.F.Jackett, M.J.Morris & J.McClelland; R.C.Thomas (sub: C.J.Pullan), S.A.Rimmer, P.Wilkinson (sub: J.D.Bamber), G.M.Porter & R.W.Holden

g g ( y p y)
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & W.H.Falconer; K.F.Jackett, M.J.Morris & J.McClelland; W.R.Sterling (sub: R.C.Thomas  [1 goal] ), S.A.Rimmer (sub: P.Wilkinson), J.D.Bamber (sub: I.W.Roberts),
G.M.Porter (sub: T.A.Sherwood) & G.P.Hodges

W.R.Sterling

G.M.Porter & J.C.B.Barnes (sub: R.W.Holden)



Manager
S.J.Harrison (Matches 1‐41)

C.Lee (Matches 42‐52)
Final league position

15th of 24 in Football League Division 2
(2nd tier of English football)
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Red type: away matches          Shaded rows: competitions other than Football League

Players' names: red type = Watford début this season ;   = final Watford appearance this season

Player columns: G = goalkeeper; X = outfield player; R = outfield player replaced by a substitute; S = used substitute; numerals denote goals scored

Competitions: Lge = Football League; LC = Football League Cup (2nd Round  [two legs] ); FM = Full Members Cup (2nd Round); FA = FA Cup (3rd & 4th Round)

Appearances ‐ Football League 
Substitute Appearances ‐ Football League 

Goals ‐ Football League 

Sent off:  Falconer (Match 13) , Thomas (Match 15)  & Gibbs (Match 41)

Goals from penalty kicks:  Hodges 3 (Match 45 [2 penalties] & 38)  and Porter 3 (Matches 4, 14 & 33)

KEY TO MATCH‐BY‐MATCH DETAILS

The first six columns: (1) numerical sequence of matches; (2) date; (3) opposition; (4) competition; (5) result, with Watford score first; (6) attendance     
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1 Sat 19 Aug Portsmouth Lge 1‐0 G X S X X X X X X X R X1
2 Tue 22 Aug Oldham Athletic Lge 1‐1 G S X S1 X X X X R X X R X
3 Sat 26 Aug Oxford United Lge 1‐1 G S X S X X X X R X X1 R X

Substitute Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

g
Appearances ‐ Other Competitions 

Goals ‐ Other Competitions 

10,164
6,230
5,664

TRIVIA  ..... Tony Coton played in all 46 League games, 
becoming the first goalkeeper to complete two successive 
ever‐present seasons for the club since Billy Biggar more 

than 80 years earlier.

3 Sat 26 Aug Oxford United Lge 1‐1 G S X S X X X X R X X1 R X
4 Sat 2 Sep Leicester City Lge 3‐1 G X X X X1 X X X X X1 X1
5 Sat 9 Sep Sunderland Lge 0‐4 G S X S X X X R X X X R X
6 Sat 16 Sep Port Vale Lge 1‐0 G X X X X X X X X X X1
7 Tue 19 Sep Bolton Wanderers LC 1‐2 G X X X X X X X1 X X X
8 Sat 23 Sep West Ham United Lge 0‐1 G S X S X X X X R R X X X
9 Wed 27 Sep Newcastle United Lge 1‐2 G S X X X X X R X X X X1
10 Sat 30 Sep Middlesbrough Lge 1‐0 G X X S X X X X X X X R1
11 Tue 3 Oct Bolton Wanderers LC 1‐1 G X X R R X X X S X1 X X S
12 Sat 7 Oct West Bromwich Albion Lge 0‐2 G X X X X X S X R R X X S
13 Sat 14 Oct Brighton & Hove Albion Lge 0‐1 S G X X R X X X S X X R X
14 Tue 17 Oct AFC Bournemouth Lge 2‐2 X G X R X1 X X1 S X X X X
15 Sat 21 Oct Blackburn Rovers Lge 2‐2 X G X X X1 X X X X X X1
16 Sat 28 Oct Sheffield United Lge 1‐3 X G X X X X X1 X X X X
17 Tue 31 Oct Ipswich Town Lge 0‐1 G X X R X X X X X X S X

A Sunday Telegraph  cartoon 
reflected the traffic problems
on 21 October which led to a 
4 o'clock kick‐off at Ewood Park

5,664
10,252
15,042
8,445
6,856

20,728
17,040
10,102
8,452

10,444
9,260
9,013
7,950

11,623
12,587
4 71818 Sat 4 Nov Hull City Lge 0‐0 G X X X X X X X R X S X

19 Sat 11 Nov Plymouth Argyle Lge 1‐2 G X X X X X X X1 X X X
20 Sat 18 Nov Leeds United Lge 1‐2 G X X X X X R1 X S R X S X
21 Tue 21 Nov Ipswich Town FM 1‐4 S G X X X X X1 X R X X S R
22 Sat 25 Nov Wolverhampton Wanderers Lge 3‐1 X G X1 X X X X1 X X X X1
23 Sat 2 Dec Portsmouth Lge 2‐1 X G R X X X X1 X S X X X1
24 Sat 9 Dec Oldham Athletic Lge 3‐0 X G X X1 X R X1 X S X X X1
25 Sat 16 Dec Bradford City Lge 7‐2 X1 G X X1 X X X1 X1 X1 X X2
26 Tue 26 Dec Barnsley Lge 1‐0 X G X X X X X X X X X1
27 Sat 30 Dec Stoke City Lge 2‐2 X G X X X1 X X1 X X X X
28 Mon 1 Jan Swindon Town Lge 0‐2 X G R X X X X X X X S X
29 Sat 6 Jan Wigan Athletic FA 2‐0 X G X X X1 X X X X X1 X
30 Sat 13 Jan Oxford United Lge 0‐1 X G X X X X X X X X X
31 Sat 20 Jan Leicester City Lge 1‐1 X G X X X X X X X X1 X
32 Sat 27 Jan Sheffield United FA 1‐1 X G X X X X X1 X R X S X

4,718
9,401

26,921
5,078

12,736
7,933
9,399
8,554
7,357

13,228
13,708
10,069
10,040
11,466
19,43532 Sat 27 Jan Sheffield United FA 1 1 X G X X X X X1 X R X S X

33 Tue 30 Jan Sheffield United FA 1‐2 X G X X R X X X1 X X S X
34 Sat 10 Feb Port Vale Lge 0‐1 X G R S X X X X X S R X X
35 Sat 17 Feb Sunderland Lge 1‐1 X G S X X X X X X X1 X R
36 Sat 24 Feb Wolverhampton Wanderers Lge 1‐1 G X X X X X X X X X X1
37 Sat 3 Mar Leeds United Lge 1‐0 G X X X X X X X X1 X X
38 Wed 7 Mar Middlesbrough Lge 2‐1 S G X R X2 X X R S X X X X
39 Sat 10 Mar Newcastle United Lge 0‐0 G X X X X X X X X X X
40 Tue 13 Mar West Ham United Lge 0‐1 R R G X X X X X S X X S X
41 Sat 17 Mar West Bromwich Albion Lge 0‐2 G X X X X X X X X X X
42 Tue 20 Mar Brighton & Hove Albion Lge 4‐2 G X X X X1 X R1 X X1 S X1 X
43 Sat 24 Mar AFC Bournemouth Lge 0‐0 G X X X X X X X X X X
44 Sat 31 Mar Blackburn Rovers Lge 3‐1 G X X X X1 S X1 R X X X1 X
45 Sat 7 Apr Ipswich Town Lge 3‐3 S G X X X X2 X X1 X X X R
46 Tue 10 Apr Sheffield United Lge 1‐4 X G X X X X X1 X X X X
47 Sat 14 Apr Swindon Town Lge 0 2 S G S X X R X X X X X X R

Uniquely, Gary Penrice scored
in each of his first six Watford

appearances

12,069
15,682
9,915
8,487
6,737
9,096

11,158

19,435
13,922
7,063
9,093

16,187

14,653
8 520

13,468
14,008

47 Sat 14 Apr Swindon Town Lge 0‐2 S G S X X R X X X X X X R
48 Tue 17 Apr Barnsley Lge 2‐2 G X X X X X X X X1 X1 X
49 Sat 21 Apr Bradford City Lge 1‐2 X G X X1 X X X X X S R X
50 Tue 24 Apr Stoke City Lge 1‐1 R G S X X S X X R X X1 X X
51 Sat 28 Apr Plymouth Argyle Lge 0‐0 X G X X X X X X X X X
52 Sat 5 May Hull City Lge 3‐1 S S G X X1 X X R X2 X X R X
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TRIVIA  ..... The referee blew the final whistle at Oxford 
(Match 3) with four minutes plus stoppage time still to be 
played. Not only did neither linesman draw his attention to 

the error, but he persisted afterwards in refusing to 
acknowledge what had been a conspicuous mistake.

8,520
7,289
5,964
8,073
8,564
9,827

                                                     

OTHER MATCHES in 1989‐90

Fri 4 Aug 1989           Exmouth Town  1   Watford  2           Attendance: 800
A.P.Coton (gk); N.D.Redfearn  [1 goal]  & K.F.Jackett; W.H.Falconer (sub: J.Drysdale), David G.Holdsworth & G.V.Roeder; L.J.Richardson (sub: Dean C.Holdsworth), P.Wilkinson,

Mon 7 Aug 1989           Exeter City  3   Watford  2           Attendance: 1,356
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.Drysdale; K.F.Jackett, G.V.Roeder & W.H.Falconer (sub: L.J.Richardson); N.D.Redfearn, P.Wilkinson  [1 goal]  (sub: W.A.Allison);

Wed 2 Aug 1989           Torquay United  1   Watford  2           (Played in private at Exeter University)
M.J.Rees (gk); N.J.Gibbs & K.F.Jackett (sub: J.Drysdale); W.H.Falconer (sub: L.J.Richardson), David G.Holdsworth & G.V.Roeder; N.D.Redfearn  [1 goal]  (sub: R.C.Thomas), P.Wilkinson  [1 goal] ,
Dean C.Holdsworth (sub: W.A.Allison), G.M.Porter & R.W.Holden (sub: N.D.Redfearn, making a reappearance after scoring earlier in the match and before being replaced)

I.W.Roberts  [1 goal] , G.M.Porter & R.W.Holden

I.W.Roberts  [1 goal]  (sub: Dean C.Holdsworth), G.M.Porter & R.W.Holden

Thu 10 Aug 1989           Halifax Town  1   Watford  1           Attendance: 857
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.Drysdale; L.J.Richardson, K.F.Jackett & W.H.Falconer; N.D.Redfearn (sub: R.C.Thomas), P.Wilkinson, W.A.Allison  [1 goal]  (sub: G.L.Thompson), G.M.Porter &

Sat 12 Aug 1989           Dulwich Hamlet  0   Watford  3           (At Fisher Athletic)          Attendance: about 100
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.Drysdale; L.J.Richardson (sub: K.F.Jackett), B.J.Ashby (sub: L.J.Richardson, reappearing after having been substituted earlier) & W.H.Falconer; R.C.Thomas,

Mon 14 Aug 1989           Watford  1   Aston Villa  6           (Testimonial match for K.F.Jackett)          Attendance: 4,775
A.P.Coton (gk); N.J.Gibbs & J.Drysdale; K.F.Jackett, David G.Holdsworth & W.H.Falconer (sub: G.V.Roeder); R.C.Thomas, I.W.Roberts  [1 goal]  (sub: Dean C.Holdsworth),

Mon 9 Oct 1989           Burgess Hill Town  0   Watford  2           (Match to mark the opening of Burgess Hill Town's all‐weather training pitch)            (Attendance: 1,100/1,300)
A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: D.B.James); N.J.Gibbs & K.F.Jackett; L.J.Richardson, David G.Holdsworth & J.R.Soloman; R.C.Thomas [1 goal] (sub: N.D.Redfearn), W.A.Allison [1 goal] , G.L.Thompson,

R.W.Holden

P.Wilkinson (sub: G.L.Thompson  [1 goal] ), I.W.Roberts, L.A.Henry  [1 goal]  & N.D.Redfearn  [1 goal]

G.L.Thompson (sub: L.A.Henry), G.M.Porter (sub: L.J.Richardson) & N.D.Redfearn

A.P.Coton (gk) (sub: D.B.James); N.J.Gibbs & K.F.Jackett; L.J.Richardson, David G.Holdsworth & J.R.Soloman; R.C.Thomas  [1 goal]  (sub: N.D.Redfearn), W.A.Allison  [1 goal] , G.L.Thompson,

Tue 5 Dec 1989          Merthyr Tydfil  0   Watford  4           (Testimonial match for C.Holvey of Merthyr Tydfil)          Attendance: 1,083
D.B.James (gk); N.J.Gibbs & B.J.Ashby; L.J.Richardson, David G.Holdsworth & G.V.Roeder (sub: J.R.Soloman); C.J.Pullan, I.W.Roberts  [3 goals] , G.L.Thompson  [1 goal] ,

Sun 20 May 1990           Hamrun Spartans (Malta)  3   Watford  1           Attendance: 700
M.J.Rees (gk); N.J.Gibbs & G.Williams; L.J.Richardson, B.J.Ashby & G.V.Roeder; D.S.Bazeley (sub: L.A.Henry), W.A.Allison  [1 goal] , G.K.Penrice, W.H.Falconer, J.Drysdale (sub: J.R.Soloman)

G.M.Porter & W.H.Falconer

G.M.Porter (sub: L.A.Henry) & G.P.Hodges
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