
MOST LEAGUE APPEARANCES FOR WATFORD 
 

The players who have made most appearances in the Southern League/Football League/FA Premier League 
up to and including the 2016/17 season 

 
 

415 (inc 46 subs) L.L.Blissett (1976-1992) 
411 (inc 7 subs) D.Welbourne (1963-1974) 
411 (inc 23 subs) N.J.Gibbs (1983-2002) 
402 (inc 35 subs) L.C.Doyley (2001-2014) 
402 (inc 38 subs) G.M.Porter (1983-1996) 
395  T.A.Barnett (1928-1939) 
391  A.Woodward (1926-1939) 
374 (inc 3 subs) J.R.Williams (1964-1975) 
345  C.W.White (1909-1925) 
339 (inc 27 subs) R.A.Jenkins (1972-1983) 
337 (inc 7 subs) K.F.Jackett (1980-1990) 
323  R.G.Williams (1913-1926) 
319  F.W.Smith (1921-1931) 
317 (inc 11 subs) J.W.Rostron (1979-1989) 
312 (inc 8 subs) S.M.A.Scullion (1966-1976) 
311  F.J.Gregory (1911-1926) 
299  A.G.Rankin (1971-1979) 
293  G.C.Catleugh (1954-1964) 
283  W.Davies (1931-1950) 
282 (inc 54 subs) T.M.Deeney (2010-    ) 
275 (inc 36 subs) T.W.Smith (1997-2009) 
272 (inc 1 sub) D.J.T.Bond (1964-1977) 
268  R.M.Bell (1957-1964) 
260 (inc 11 subs) David G.Holdsworth (1988-1996) 
256 (inc 18 subs) M.A.Hyde (1997-2004) 
253 (inc 29 subs) T.J.Mooney (1994-2001) 
251 (inc 6 subs) A.F.R.Chamberlain (1996-2007) 
245 (inc 32 subs) R.M.Johnson (1991-2003) 
243 (inc 53 subs) D.S.Bazeley (1990-1999) 
240 (inc 1 sub) K.Eddy (1966-1972) 
238 (inc 13 subs) S.L.Palmer (1995-2001) 
235  A.P.Coton (1984-1990) 
234 (inc 1 sub) I.R.Bolton (1977-1983) 
234 (inc 19 subs) N.I.Callaghan (1980-1991) 
233 (inc 1 sub) J.C.B.Barnes (1981-1987) 
231  V.McNeice (1957-1964) 
226 (inc 6 subs) W.J.Lees (1968-1976) 
224 (inc 21 subs) A.J.Mariappa (2005-    ) 
222  J.A.Meadows (1951-1960) 
220  W.Brown (1928-1935) 
220  C.Chung (1957-1965) 
219 (inc 4 subs) N.J.Cox (1999-2005) 
219 (inc 7 subs) R.J.Page (1993-2001) 
217  W.Biggar (1904-1910) 
217 (inc 3 subs) J.T.Walley (1967-1977) 
211  S.Sherwood (1987-1997) 
211 (inc 18 subs) P.P.Robinson (1996-2003) 
210  W.Chapman (1928-1934)  
208  M.Cook (1953-1958) 
203 (inc 45 subs) H.Helguson (2000-2010) 
200  A.H.Garner (1975-1979) 
200 (inc 4 subs) T.G.Garbett (1966-1971) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Luther Blissett: 400 plus Duncan Welbourne: 400 plus 

Nigel Gibbs: 400 plus Gary Porter: 400 plus 

 
 

Lloyd Doyley: 400 plus 
Tommy Barnett: nearly 400 

 .....and no substitutions 

 



Progression of the league-appearances record 

  1 H.G.Anderson, A.O.Ardley, R.Blyth, G.Davenport, G.E.Green, S.King, J.R.Paull, 
        F.C.Robins, W.Saunders, H.Wood & R.G.Wright 
  2-3 H.G.Anderson, R.Blyth, G.Davenport, G.E.Green, S.King, F.C.Robins, W.Saunders,  
        H.Wood, R.G.Wright 
  4 H.G.Anderson, R.Blyth, G.Davenport, S.King, F.C.Robins, W.Saunders, H.Wood &  
        R.G.Wright 
  5-6 H.G.Anderson, R.Blyth, G.Davenport, S.King, W.Saunders & H.Wood 
  7-12 R.Blyth, G.Davenport, S.King, W.Saunders & H.Wood 
  13-16 R.Blyth, S.King & W.Saunders 
  17-24 S.King & W.Saunders 
  25 W.Saunders 
  25 G.Davenport & W.Saunders 
  26-44 G.Davenport 
  44 G.Davenport & H.Wood 
  45-94 H.Wood 
  94 J.W.Cother & H.Wood 
  95-111 J.W.Cother 
  111 W.Biggar & J.W.Cother 
  112-217 W.Biggar 
  217 W.Biggar & C.W.White 
  218-345 C.W.White 
  345 C.W.White & A.Woodward 
  346 A.Woodward 
  346 T.A.Barnett & A.Woodward 
  347-395 T.A.Barnett 
  395 T.A.Barnett & D.Welbourne 
  396-411 D.Welbourne 
  411 L.L.Blissett & D.Welbourne 
  412-415 L.L.Blissett 

 

 
Most appearances in all competitions 

503 (inc 52 subs) L.L.Blissett 
491 (inc 25 subs) N.J.Gibbs 
472 (inc 43 subs) G.M.Porter 
457 (inc 8 subs) D.Welbourne 
443 (inc 41 subs) L.C.Doyley 
442  T.A.Barnett 
432  A.Woodward 
428 (inc 9 subs) K.F.Jackett 
419 (inc 3 subs) J.R.Williams 
404 (inc 14 subs) J.W.Rostron 

 

 
Most FA Cup appearances 

44 (inc 1 sub) J.W.Rostron 

 

 
Most Football League Cup appearances 

44 (inc 3 subs) L.L.Blissett 

 

 

Substitutes 

Most substitute appearances in a career in League matches:  62 – G.R.E.Noel-Williams 
Most substitute appearances in a career in all competitions:  66 – G.R.E.Noel-Williams 
Most substitute appearances in a season in League matches:  26 – A.Bangura in 2005/06 
Most substitute appearances in a season in all competitions:  29 – H.Helguson in 2001/02 
Most substitute appearances in a career in League matches without ever starting a match:  18 – L.M.Henderson 
Most substitute appearances in a career in all competitions without ever starting a match:  21 – L.M.Henderson 
Replaced by a substitute most times in a career in League matches:  72 – T.W.Smith 
Replaced by a substitute most times in a career in all competitions:  79 – T.W.Smith 
Replaced by a substitute most times in a season in League matches:  22 – W.E.Buckley in 2010/11 
Replaced by a substitute most times in a season in all competitions:  26 – W.E.Buckley in 2010/11 

 


